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Founded 1906 
128 BRYN MAWR AVENUE      BALA CYNWYD, PENNSYLVANIA 19004 

 

                                                                 
 

 Website:  www.saintmatthias.org                         Phone:  610-664-0207 

                            Email:  matthias@saintmatthias.org                           Fax:  610-664-3559 

 

Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.     Sunday:  8:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

Monday – Friday:  7:30 a.m.       Saturday:  8:00 a.m.  
  

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  Saturdays 4:15 to 4:45 PM, also by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, J.D., J.C.D., M.A. … Pastor 
Reverend Sean P. Bransfield, J.C.L., M.A., M.Div. … Parochial Vicar                         Director of Parish Outreach … Peggy Haley 
Reverend John A. McGinnis … Retired Priest                           Director of Liturgical Music … Berthilla Wiscount 
Reverend Mr. Brandon M. Artman, M.Div. ... Parish Transitional Deacon                         Coordinator of Religious Education … Peggy Haley 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!    Please see one of 

the priests after any weekend Mass, or call the Rectory if you are interested in 

registering at Saint Matthias Parish. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies – Please call the Rectory.  Hospital Visitation  –  

The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospital-

ized.  Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are made in advance at the 

Rectory.  Sponsors must   provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their 

respective Pastors.  First-time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to 

Baptism, which is arranged at a mutually convenient time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the parish        

at least six months before the date of the Wedding.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

M A R C H  4,  2018  –  T H I R D  SU N D A Y  O F  LE N T
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March 4 , 2018  
Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 3 – Vigil, Third Sunday of Lent 
5:00  John Maley 
 

Sunday, March 4 – Third Sunday of Lent 
8:30  Rev. Charles Gormley 
*10:30  Intentions of Rita Juliano 
7:00  For Our Parishioners 
 

Monday, March 5 – Lenten Weekday 
7:30 Special Intentions of Frank Burdo, Jr. 
  

Tuesday, March 6 – Lenten Weekday 
7:30 Alan and Lorretta Tremper 
 

Wednesday, March 7 – Lenten Weekday/Ss. Felicity &  
7:30 Religious Vocations               Perpetua 
 

Thursday, March 8 – Lenten Weekday/St. John of God 
*7:30 In Honor of Saint Joseph 

        

Friday, March 9 – Lenten Weekday/St. Frances of Rome 
7:30 Nicholas Chovanes 
  

Saturday, March 10 – Lenten Weekday 
8:00 Souls in Purgatory 
5:00  Vincent Garrity 
 

Sunday, March 11 – Fourth Sunday of Lent/Laetare Sunday 
8:30  For Our Parishioners 
*10:30  In Memory of and In Thanksgiving for: 

Benito & Cerila Holgado, Dionisio & 
Fermina Butac, & Virgilio Butac  

*7:00  For the Plociennik and Norris Families; 
Sr. Mary Rita and Bob Black 

 
* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program  

 
LIVING LIGHTS :  On the side of the Sanctuary 
near the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where 
three candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish 
to have one of these candles burning for your 
intention, please bring your donation and intention to 
the sacristy or the rectory office.  The donation for 
these candles is $10.  This week’s candles are lit for: 
Our Youth, Marriage & Family, Special Intention. 

H .O.P.E. ð Helping Other People Enthusiastically   
Our volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by providing 
transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, and super-

markets.  The H.O.P.E. Captain for March 5 – 11 
is: Jenny Custer: 610-664-3158. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:  

Martha Eckert, Frank Diebold, Marie Damas, 
Eleanor Kuhl, Louise Owens, Michele Smith, 
Lorraine Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Rev. Thomas 
Wheeler, S.J., Rev. James Moore, S.J., Chadd Kraus, 
Louis Owens, Lynne Dotsey, Jack Yura, Nancy 
Lawler, Peggy Haley, Michelle Smith, Richard & 
Mary Jane Breen, Ann Ledgister, Olivia King, 
Terrie Gaspar, Louise Grato, Sister Margaret 
Donohue, R.S.M., Dolores Frank, Donald Brokens, 
Claire Chovanes, and Raymond Hinson.  We also 
pray for those served by our Parish in Inglis House 
and Bala Nursing Home. Please help us keep this 
list current: if you wish to have someoneõs name 
added to/removed from the Sick List, kindly 
contact the Rectory.  

 
MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL :   
Patricia Black, Andrea Constantino, Mike DeMonte, 
Maggie Duffy, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Ross Holgado, 
Ed Kiefski, Claudia Martinez, Ray Nepomuceno, 
Kathy O’Connor-Eicke, Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson 
Keyser (finance rep.), Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio). 

 
Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship  

Sunday Collection:  February 24/25, 2018:  $ 6,650 
Second Collection (Rice Bowl):  February 24/25, 2018:  $ 528 

Sunday Collection:  February 25/26, 2017:  $ 7,262 

Thank you for your continued sacrificial  generosity! 

 
Priest Celebrant Schedule:  March 10/11 
5:00 Monsignor Mesure 
8:30 Father Finn 
10:30 Father Bransfield 
7:00 Father Tran 

 
Second Collection Envelopes: Catholic Educat-
ion (this weekend).  Lenten Sacrifice & Church in 
Latin America (next weekend) Please place second 
collection envelopes in the main collection at Mass. 
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 A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I write to update you on the situation with our 

parish buildings.  As you may recall for some time we 

have been looking to lease our former school building.  

This would bring the parish much needed rental income. 

It would also require, however, that we renovate the for-

mer convent building so that we can move PREP as well 

as parish office and meeting spaces into that building. 

We have faced some obstacles.  After many 

months of effort our original prospect as a tenant for the 

school did not work out. Also the cost of renovating the 

convent has proven to be much higher than we first 

anticipated. 

In recent months, however, we have entered 

into productive discussions with a Goddard school 

interested in a long term lease of the school building. 

They would also be putting a playground in a portion of 

the parking lot by the gym. The Goddard schools are 

franchises and the man with whom we are working has 

considerable experience and success in operating these 

schools. The Goddard schools have a very good repu-

tation in caring for infants to pre-school age children. 

The gym and breezeway entry to the gym are 

not included in the lease.  They will remain available for 

parish use. 

So if all goes well (which in this matter seems to 

be rare) we hope to sign a lease with the Goddard School 

in a month or two, get necessary government approvals 

over the next three or four months, and have Goddard 

start work on the building over the summer to open 

sometime next Fall or early Winter. 

Meanwhile we will be able temporarily to use 

the first and second floor of the former convent for PREP 

and parish meetings during the 2018-19 school year.  We 

could then begin the renovations of the convent in late 

Spring 2019 with completion in time for the start of the 

2019-20 school year. 

In the short term, this will require a number of 

adjustments and it will mean investing a considerable 

amount of money in renovations on the convent build-

ing to make it into our new Parish Center.  In the long 

run, this will make the best use of our parish buildings 

and provide us with long term financial security. 

Please keep this project in your prayers and 

contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

May God bless you during this holy season of 

Lent. 

Fr. Mesure 

 
 

First Tuesday All-Day Eucharistic Adoration 
with Benediction: THIS Tuesday, March 6.  
Please sign up for a period of adoration on 
the sheet at the back of Church.  Adoration 
will begin following the 7:30 a.m. Mass and will 
conclude with Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament at 7:00 p.m.  The rosary will be prayed 
at 8:00 a.m.  Why not take 15, 30, 60 minutes (or 
more) out of your hectic day to speak to the Lord 
and listen in silence to what He is saying to you 
this Lenten season?   

 
Stations of the Cross 

Tuesdays of Lent 

7:00 p.m. 

Followed by Confessions 

 

 
The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as a minimal 

obligation, that all persons who are fourteen years of age 

and older are bound to abstain from eating meat on    

Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good 

Friday. Further, all persons eighteen years of age and 

older, up to and including their fifty-ninth birthday, are 

bound to fast by limiting themselves to a single full meal 

on Ash Wednesday and on Good Friday, while the 

other two meals on those days are to be light. 

 
Due to the widespread flu outbreak, 

we are temporarily suspending the 

Sign of Peace at all Masses.   
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Sacrament of Confirmation  

Parent Meeting  

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

9:00 AM in the Parish Center  

 

 
Parent Meeting  

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

9:00 AM in the Parish Center  

 
Parish Lenten Supper 

 
 

Please join us for a Parish Lenten Supper on Friday, 

March 23rd. The evening will begin at 6:30 PM with 

Stations of the Cross in Church, and immediately 

afterwards we will move to the Parish Center for a 

Lenten simple supper of soup and bread. A free will 

collection will also be taken during the supper, and all 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ {ŀƛƴǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

Hospice in Center City Philadelphia. Please join us for 

this evening as we simply, prayerfully and socially 

prepare to enter into Holy Week. If you wish to attend, 

please RSVP by calling the rectory (610-664-0207) by 

Tuesday, March 20th. Also, if you wish to volunteer to 

help with the supper (preparing meat-free soup, setting 

up, cleaning up, etc.), please contact the Rectory in 

advance and let us know. Thank You!   

 
CYO Spring Sports Registration  

Online registration for Spring CYO Sports is now 
open.  Spring Sports will begin the first week 
of March.   All potential players must be registered 
prior to participating in a practice, tryout, or game. All 
CYO sports are open to parish members or school 
attendees.  For the links to register, please visit 
our parish website, www.saintmatthias.org , 
and click o n Ministries, then CYO.   

 
Fridays Nights in  

Saint Matthias  Gym  
6:30 - 8:00 PM  

Come and meet and play with your neighborhood 

friends and fellow parishioners … half the court 

dedicated to kids and adults who want to play 

organized pick-up basketball, and the other half of 

the court is for those who like to chat or just run 

around. (If your kids aren’t into basketball, bring 

something else and join us anyway!) 

 
Gifts made to the Catholic Charities 
Appeal will provide support needed to 
tens of thousands of people through 
countless organizations, programs, and 
ministries throughout the Archdiocese.  

The beneficiaries are grouped into 5 key areas: Educat-
ion; Social Services; Evangelization, Parish and Spiritual 
Life; Clergy; and Local Mission Activities.  The overall 
Archdiocesan goal this year is $12.5 million.  Our parish 
goal reƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΥ ϷрлΣросΤ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
exceed it again this year!  So far, our parishioners have 
given 31 gifts, amounting to $ 14,538, or 29% of our 
goal.  

 

 
March, 2018:  Formation in Spiritual Discernment 

That the Church may appreciate the urgency of 

formation in spiritual discernment, both on the 

personal and communitarian levels. 
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Saint Matthias Parish 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion – March 25 

Palms will be blessed at each Mass in memory of Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

Saturday, March 24:   

Confessions 4:15 – 4:45 PM 

Vigil Mass:  5:00 PM 

Sunday, March 25: 

Masses: 8:30 & 10:30 AM, and 7:00 PM 

 

Monday of Holy Week – March 26 

Mass:  7:30 AM 

 

Tuesday of Holy Week – March 27 

Mass:  7:30 AM 

Stations of the Cross:  7:00 PM 

Confessions available after Stations 

 

Wednesday of Holy Week – March 28 

Mass:  7:30 AM 

 

Holy Thursday – March 29 

Morning Prayer (Lauds):  8:00 AM 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  7:00 PM 
The Church will remain open until 10:00 PM  

for adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament at the Repository 

 

Good Friday – March 30 

Morning Prayer (Lauds):  8:00 AM 

The Church will remain open all day for visitation 

Confessions:  12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM 

Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion:  3:00 PM   
(Reading of the Passion, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion) 

Stations of the Cross:  7:00 PM 

 

Holy Saturday – March 31 

Morning Prayer (Lauds):  7:30 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt:  11:00 AM 

Blessing of Easter Food:  11:30 AM 

Confessions:  11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

Easter Vigil:  7:30 PM     No 5:00 PM Mass 

 

Easter Sunday – April 1 

Masses: 8:30 & 10:30 AM, and 12 Noon 

No 7:00 PM Mass 
 

Easter Egg Hunt and  

Blessing of the First Food of Easter 

 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Hosted by our Parish Religious Education Students 
 

Holy  Saturday, March 31st 
11:00 a.m. SHARP 

Parish Parking Lot and Rectory Front Lawn 
All adults must be accompanied by a child! 

In case of rain, the hunt will be held in the Parish Center 

 
Holy Saturday  

Blessing of Easter Food and  
 Easter Baskets in Church at 11:30 AM  

 

 

 
TEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR ANNUAL EGG HUNT 
If you are available on Holy Saturday at 10:00 AM 

to help at the egg hunt please contact Peggy Haley 

at 610-664-0207 or peggyh@saintmatthias.org. 

 
SAVE THE DATE  

 

Saint Matthias Parish   

American Red Cross Blood Drive  

April 24 from 1:00 to 6:00 PM  
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Lenten One-Can Meal Collection 
άCŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎǊȅέ 

Ends next Sunday: March 11, 2018 

 
Waldron Mercy Academy (WMA), a Blue Ribbon 

School of Excellence, located in Merion Station, is a 

Catholic, co-educational, independent Preschool 

through Grade 8. WMA is sponsored by the Sisters of 

Mercy. This school provides a nurturing and enriching 

environment for children. A challenging, and well-

rounded curriculum offers opportunities to develop 

the whole child academically, athletically, and 

artistically.  Students are prepared to face the challen-

ges of the world today with an enriched spiritual life, 

fluency in language and advanced technology and 

science.  Open Houses on March 6 at 9 AM and April 

10 at 9 AM. To learn more about WMA, please call 

610-664-9847, x.113 or visit www.waldronmercy.org. 

 
Lenten Series  

Ridley Area Catholic Churches  
 

Six Delaware County parishes are again holding a six-
week Lenten Series entitled this year “The Ten 
Commandments.”  Each of the six parishes will host 
one of the programs which start each Tuesday 
evening at 7:00 PM.  Each evening will include 
Evening Prayer, Benediction, and a Talk. A social will 
follow each evening’s program. All are invited to 
attend. Please bring a friend.  Listed below are the 
remaining locations, topics, and speakers. 

¶ March 6:  òYou shall not kill, and you shall 
not bear false witnessó will be presented at Our 
Lady of Peace Church (200 Milmont Ave., 
Milmont Park). Speaker: Rev. Matthew Guckin, 
Director, Catholic Mission & Identity, Secondary 
& Collegiate Education, Archdiocese of Phila.  

¶ March 13:  òYou shall not commit adultery, 
and you shall not desire anotheró will be 
presented at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
(2130 Franklin Ave., Morton). Speaker: Msgr. 
Michael Magee, St. Charles Seminary.  

¶ March 20:  òYou shall not steal, and you shall 
not desire anotherõs goodsó will be presented at 
St. Madeline Church (corner Penn St. and Morton 
Ave., Ridley Park). Speaker: Rev. Herbert Sperger, 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.  

 

 

Upcoming Programs at Saint Raphaela Center 

¶ Centering Prayer for Beginners.  March 7.  Cen-

tering Prayer is a remarkably simple method that 

opens one to God’s gift of contemplative prayer.  

This evening will introduce Centering Prayer to 

those who would like to learn more; regular 

practitioners are also welcome. 

¶ Monthly Taize Prayer will resume March 14; 

7:30 PM. 

¶ Celtic Day of Prayer.  March 15.  Everyone is 

Irish around the 17th of March!  Come for a day of 

reflection and celebration, led by Sister Megan 

Brown, RSM.  Lunch will be particularly Irish. 

¶ Women’s Weekend Retreat: “Life in the Risen 

Lord.”  Preached retreat with time for personal 

prayer, group sharing, and liturgies.  April 6-8.   

Saint Raphaela Center, 616 Coopertown Rd., 

Haverford.  straphaelacenter.org.  610-642-5715. 

 
Rachelõs Vineyard Ministries Post-Abortion 
Retreat.  March 9-11 in Malvern/Frazer.  Experience 
the mercy and compassion of God.  It will help you 
focus on the buried emotions of the past and begin 
healing in a non-judgmental, safe, loving, and 
confidential environment.  It will give you hope for 
your future and freedom from the pain within your 
heart and soul.  Information: 215-720-5828.  All 
inquiries are strictly confidential.   

 

 

 

 
 

Catholic Charities Night with the 
Philadelphia 76ers .  March 19th at 
7:00 PM at the Wells Fargo Center 
against the Charlotte Hornets. Tickets: 

groupmatics.events/event/CCA76ers . 
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