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SAINT MATTHIAS PARISH 
Founded 1906 

128 BRYN MAWR AVENUE      BALA CYNWYD, PENNSYLVANIA 19004 
 

                                                                 
 

 Website:  www.saintmatthias.org                         Phone:  610-664-0207 

                            Email:  matthias@saintmatthias.org                           Fax:  610-664-3559 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.     Sunday:  8:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

Monday – Friday:  7:30 a.m.       Saturday:  8:00 a.m.  
  

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  Saturdays 4:15 to 4:45 PM, also by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, J.D., J.C.D., M.A. … Pastor 
Reverend Sean P. Bransfield, J.C.L., M.A., M.Div. … Parochial Vicar                         Director of Parish Outreach … Peggy Haley 
Reverend John A. McGinnis … Retired Priest                           Director of Liturgical Music … Berthilla Wiscount 
Reverend Mr. Brandon M. Artman, M.Div. ... Parish Transitional Deacon                         Coordinator of Religious Education … Peggy Haley 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!    Please see one of 

the priests after any weekend Mass, or call the Rectory if you are interested in 

registering at Saint Matthias Parish. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies – Please call the Rectory.  Hospital Visitation  –  

The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospital-

ized.  Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are made in advance at the 

Rectory.  Sponsors must   provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their 

respective Pastors.  First-time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to 

Baptism, which is arranged at a mutually convenient time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the parish        

at least six months before the date of the Wedding.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F E B R U A R Y  18,  2018  –  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
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February 18 , 2018  
First Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 17 – Vigil, First Sunday of Lent 
5:00  Nina & Al Baldi 
 

Sunday, February 18 – First Sunday of Lent 
8:30  Colleen McKenna 
10:30  Special Intention 
7:00  For Our Parishioners 
 

Monday, February 19 – Lenten Weekday 
7:30 For Our Parishioners 
  

Tuesday, February 20 – Lenten Weekday 
7:30 Souls in Purgatory 
 

Wednesday, February 21 – Lenten Weekday/St. Peter Damian 

7:30 Ann R. Curcio 
 

Thursday, February 22 – Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 
7:30 Sally Gray 

        

Friday, February 23 – Lenten Weekday/St. Polycarp 
7:30 Ann Curcio 
  

Saturday, February 24 – Lenten Weekday 
8:00 John F. Maley 
5:00  Ernest Augustine 
 

Sunday, February 25 – Second Sunday of Lent 
8:30  Rev. Charles Gormley 
*10:30  Intentions of Ms. Gloria Dreon 
7:00  For Our Parishioners 
 
* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program  

 
LIVING LIGHTS :  On the side of the Sanctuary 
near the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where 
three candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish 
to have one of these candles burning for your 
intention, please bring your donation and intention to 
the sacristy or the rectory office.  The donation for 
these candles is $10.  This week’s candles are lit for: 
Our Youth, Marriage & Family, Special Intention 
(Terri Gaspar). 
 

H .O.P.E. – Helping Other People Enthusiastically   
Our volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by providing 
transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, and super-

markets.  The H.O.P.E. Captain for February 19 – 
25 is: Peggy Haley: 610-664-0207. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:  

Martha Eckert, Frank Diebold, Marie Damas, 
Eleanor Kuhl, Louise Owens, Michele Smith, 
Lorraine Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Rev. Thomas 
Wheeler, S.J., Rev. James Moore, S.J., Chadd Kraus, 
Louis Owens, Lynne Dotsey, Jack Yura, Nancy 
Lawler, Peggy Haley, Michelle Smith, Richard & 
Mary Jane Breen, Ann Ledgister, Olivia King, 
Terrie Gaspar, Louise Grato, Sister Margaret 
Donohue, R.S.M., Dolores Frank, Donald Brokens, 
Claire Chovanes, and Raymond Hinson.  We also 
pray for those served by our Parish in Inglis House 
and Bala Nursing Home. Please help us keep this 
list current: if you wish to have someone’s name 
added to/removed from the Sick List, kindly 
contact the Rectory.  

 
MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL :   
Patricia Black, Andrea Constantino, Mike DeMonte, 
Maggie Duffy, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Ross Holgado, 
Ed Kiefski, Claudia Martinez, Ray Nepomuceno, 
Kathy O’Connor-Eicke, Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson 
Keyser (finance rep.), Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio). 

 
Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship  

Sunday Collection:  February 10/11, 2018:  $ 7,348 

Sunday Collection:  February 11/12, 2017:  $ 7,298 

Thank you for your continued sacrificial  generosity! 

 
Second Collection Envelopes: 

¶ This weekend: Care of Aging and Ill Priests.  
This is a special opportunity to express your 
gratitude for the many blessings received 
through the ministry of our priests. This 
collection helps subsidize the care of aging and 
ill priests in our Archdiocese.   

¶ Next weekend is the Rice Bowl Collection. 

¶ Please place all second collection envelopes in the main 
collection at Mass. 
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Lent is a time to strengthen our relationship 

with God.  Developing a routine of daily prayer is an 

essential part of that relationship.  So, at all of the 

Masses on the first two weekends of Lent, we will 

have a brief (4 – 5 minutes) presentation of some 

practical suggestions for how to pray. 

First Weekend of Lent (this weekend): 

Meghan Cokeley, Director of the Archdiocesan Office 

for the New Evangelization, will talk about the 

importance of prayer and will give some practical 

suggestions for developing a habit of daily prayer. 

Second Weekend of Lent: Ray Nepomuceno, 

who along with his wife Roxanne organizes the small 

prayer/discussion groups in the parish, will talk about 

Lectio Devina, a simple, ancient method of prayer 

focused on the Sacred Sciptures. 

 

 
The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as a minimal 

obligation, that all persons who are fourteen years of age 

and older are bound to abstain from eating meat on    

Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good 

Friday. Further, all persons eighteen years of age and 

older, up to and including their fifty-ninth birthday, are 

bound to fast by limiting themselves to a single full meal 

on Ash Wednesday and on Good Friday, while the 

other two meals on those days are to be light. 

 
Stations of the Cross 

Tuesdays of Lent 

7:00 p.m. 

Followed by Confessions 

 
Due to the widespread flu outbreak, 

we are temporarily suspending the 

Sign of Peace at all Masses.   

The Season of Lent 
 

We begin the Lenten Season on Ash Wednes-

day.  While many look forward to this time for oppor-

tunities for spiritual growth and renewal, often many 

of us see it as a liturgical season to dread. We focus on 

“What am I going to give up?” “How long can I live 

without whatever it is I am going to give up?” “How 

many more days before I don’t have to give up 

whatever it is that I am giving up?” Who wouldn’t 

dread a liturgical season with such a narrow focus?  

Over these next few weeks, we are all encouraged to 

begin reflecting anew on the real purpose of Lent, the 

power such a season can be for us, and the real 

potential for a deeper commitment to our Catholic 

faith, and most important, a deeper communion of 

love with God. Such a deeper understanding could 

give us a new attitude for Lent.  

Baptism is one of Lent’s foundational foci.     

At the Easter Vigil, the catechumens (referred to as 

“the elect”) will be fully initiated as Catholics through 

the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist.  

It is no coincidence that on Easter Sunday, all 

the baptized will renew our baptismal promises. Note 

that I said we are going to “renew” our baptismal 

promises and not merely “repeat” them. “Repeating” 

simply recalls something that happened in the past. 

“Renew” is entirely different. “Renewing” our 

baptismal promises recognizes something still 

foundational in our life.  

Renewing our baptismal promises opens our 

hearts to God’s grace. Grace reveals God’s great love 

for us and God’s purpose for our life. This great di-

vine love energizes our own love and leads us to a 

deeper commitment to live these promises more faith-

fully. Easter is one time in the liturgical year for us to 

remember that we are baptized once for a lifetime and 

not merely once in a lifetime. Lent is the time set aside 

to prepare us to make that renewal faithfully.  

Our world, our country and our Church all 

need us to rediscover the beauty and power of 

baptism and our call to be co-redeemers with the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Our baptism calls us to a life of 

holiness that reveals Jesus’ great and merciful love to 

all humanity and all creation. Our faith also commits 

us to restoring the human community and all creation 

to a life of justice, peace, and solidarity. 
 

(This article is from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.) 
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CASSEROLES FOR SAINT JOHNS HOSPICE  
We are grateful to those who make a casserole, 

freeze it in a foil pan (pans and  recipes  are 

available in the church vestibules), then place it 

in the gym lobby in the morning of the third 

Monday of each month.  The next casserole pick -

up will be tomorrow: Monday,  February 19 .  

Saint Johnõs Hospice feeds in excess of 300 

homeless men lunch every weekday.  Many 

thanks to those who exercise this Corporal Work 

of Mercy to ensure the homeless of Philadelphia 

have a hot meal each weekday.  

 
Gifts made to the Catholic 

Charities Appeal will provide 

support needed to tens of 

thousands of people through 

countless organizations, pro-

grams, and ministries throughout the Archdiocese.  

The beneficiaries are grouped into 5 key areas: 

Education; Social Services; Evangelization, Parish 

and Spiritual Life; Clergy; and Local Mission 

Activities.  The overall goal this year is $12.5 

million.  Our parish goal re-mains the same as last 

year: $50,536; let’s exceed it again this year! Please 

be generous. 

 
Fridays in Saint Matthias 

Parish Gym 

6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Come and meet and play with your neighborhood 

friends and fellow parishioners … half the court 

dedicated to kids and adults who want to play 

organized pick-up basketball, and the other half of 

the court is for those who like to chat or just run 

around. (If your kids aren’t into basketball, bring 

something else and join us anyway!) 

 
Priest Celebrant Schedule:  February 24/25 
5:00 Monsignor Mesure 
8:30 Father Bransfield 
10:30 Father Finn 
7:00 Father Tran 
 
 

 
Parent Meeting  

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

9:00 AM  in the Parish Center  
 

 
Sacrament of Confirmation 

Parent Meeting  

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

9:00 AM in the Parish Center  

 
Life is changed, not ended.   Please pray for the 
happy repose of the souls of William Szembik, 
Antoinetta (Toni) Mastrocola, and Mary 
Graham (mother of Mary Graham Zak).  May their 
souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

 
CYO Spring Sports       Online registration for 
Spring CYO Sports is now open.  Spring Sports 
will begin the first week of March.   All 
potential players must be registered prior to 
participating in a practice, tryout or game. All CYO 
sports are open to parish members or school 
attendees.  For links to register, visit our 
parish website, www.saintmatthias.org , and 
click on Ministries , then CYO .  

 
Saint John the Baptist Parish in Manayunk is 

seeking a weekday employee to maintain the church 

and parish hall.  20-25 flex hours weekly with 

possibility of more time.  Responsibilities include 

preparation of the church and parish hall, light 

maintenance, cleaning, and ordering church supplies.  

Information: 215-482-4600, ext. 21.  

 
Part-Time Cook    Saint Raphaela Center is seeking 
a part-time cook to prepare lunch M-F, 9:30 AMï1:30 
PM.  Please contact Sr. Lyan at 610-642-5715. 
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Lenten Series  

Ridley Area Catholic Churches  
Six Delaware County parishes will again hold a six-week 
Lenten Series entitled this year “The Ten Command-
ments.”  Each of the six parishes will host one of the 
programs which start each Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM.  
Each evening will include Evening Prayer, Benediction, 
and a Talk. A social will follow each evening’s program. 
All are invited to attend. Please bring a friend.  Listed 
below are the remaining locations, topics, and speakers. 

¶ February 20:  “Remember to keep holy the 
Lord’s day” will be presented at Our Lady of 
Fatima Church (1 Fatima Drive, Secane). Speaker: 
Professor Kelly Anderson, St. Charles Seminary. 

¶ February 27:  “Honor your father and your 
mother” will be presented at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church (136 Saxer Ave., Springfield).  Speaker: Rev. 
Bernard J. Taglianetti, St. Charles Seminary.  

¶ March 6:  “You shall not kill, and you shall not 
bear false witness” will be presented at Our Lady 
of Peace Church (200 Milmont Ave., Milmont 
Park). Speaker: Rev. Matthew Guckin, Director, 
Catholic Mission & Identity, Secondary & Collegiate 
Education, Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  

¶ March 13:  “You shall not commit adultery, and 
you shall not desire another” will be presented at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church (2130 Franklin 
Ave., Morton). Speaker: Msgr. Michael Magee, St. 
Charles Seminary.  

¶ March 20:  “You shall not steal, and you shall 
not desire another’s goods” will be presented at 
St. Madeline Church (corner Penn St. and Morton 
Ave., Ridley Park). Speaker: Rev. Herbert Sperger, 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.  

 
Exposition of Sacred Relics   
Pray in the presence of more than 100 Sacred 
Relics.  February 21 from 8:30 AM (Mass) until   
6:30 PM at Holy Martyrs Church, 120 Allison Rd., 
Oreland, PA.  Included are relics of St. John the 
Baptist, St. Anthony of Padua, St. John Neumann, 
St. Katharine Drexel, St. Teresa of Calcutta, St. 
John Paul II, and many others.  More information: 
215-884-8575 or www.holymartyrschurch.org. 

 
Charismatic Healing Mass at Saint Katharine of 

Siena Church, Wayne, on February 22.  Worship and 

praise at 7:00 PM, Mass at 7:30 PM.  

Archbishop Chaput will be giving a Religion and 

Public Life Lecture hosted by the Matthew J. Ryan 

Center at Villanova University on February 22 from 

4:00 – 5:30 PM.  The Archbishop will discuss the 

impact of the Cultural Revolution generation on 

the course of the country and the Church today.         

It will be held at the Connelly Center Cinema at 

Villanova University.  More information by 

emailing: austin.detwiler@villanova.edu. 

 
Archbishopôs Lecture Series      
Archbishop William Mulvey of Corpus Christi, TX, 
will speak on the topic Christians and Muslims: 
Love Creates a Dialogue Between Friends on 
February 26 at 7:00 PM at Saint Charles Borromeo 
Seminaryôs Vianney Auditorium. More information: 
www.scs.edu. 

 
Upcoming Programs at Saint Raphaela Center 

¶ Lenten Day of Prayer.  February 28.  Day of 
prayer in preparation for the Easter Season, led 
by Rev. James McBurney, OSA. 

¶ Seekers' Retreat for Young Adults.  March 2 
to 4.  Are you searching for deeper ways to 
integrate faith into your everyday life? Are you 
curious about how you can experience God in 
all things? Charis Ministries, a Jesuit ministry for 
those in their 20s & 30s, and St. Raphaela 
Center are coming together to host a young 
adult Seekers’ Retreat for men and women in 
their 20s & 30s.  Registration deadline: Feb. 28. 

¶ Centering Prayer.  March 7.  Centering Prayer 
is a remarkably simple method that opens one 
to God’s gift of contemplative prayer.  This 
evening will introduce Centering Prayer to those 
who would like to learn more; regular 
practitioners are also welcome. 

¶ Monthly Taize Prayer will resume March 14. 

¶ Celtic Day of Prayer.  March 15.  Everyone is 
Irish around the 17th of March!  Come for a day 
of reflection and celebration, led by Sister 
Megan Brown, RSM.  Lunch will be particularly 
Irish. 

Saint Raphaela Center, 616 Coopertown Rd., 
Haverford.  straphaelacenter.org.  610-642-5715. 
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Man Up Philly Men's Spirituality Conference 

Man Up Philly is an annual men's conference aimed at 

energizing and enabling us to be better sons, fathers, 

and husbands, by living our faith and leading our 

families by example.  Held this year on Saturday, 

March 3 from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM at Neumann 

University in Aston.  More info: manupphilly.com. 

 
Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries will hold a Post-
Abortion Retreat for healing.  Held March 9-11 in 
Malvern/Frazer, PA, it is designed to help you 
experience the mercy and compassion of God.  It 
will help you focus on the buried emotions of the 
past and begin healing in a non-judgmental, safe, 
loving, and confidential environment.  It will give 
you hope for your future and freedom from the 
pain within your heart and soul.  Information: 
Lauren at 215-720-5828.  All inquiries strictly con-
fidential.  www.rachelsvineyard.org.   

 

 

 
 

Honoring the Gifts of Persons with Disabilities, 

the Deaf Community, Family, Friends,  

and Caregivers 

Celebration of the Eucharist and Reception on 

March 24 at 10:30 AM at the Cathedral Basilica of 

Ss. Peter and Paul; Archbishop Chaput, principal 

celebrant and homilist.  Please RSVP to 215-587-

3530 or www.opdarchphilly.org with number of 

attendees and the accommodations needed.  

Accessible parking available in the Cathedral 

parking lot. 

Catholic Charities Night with the 
Philadelphia 76ers .  March 19th at 
7:00 PM at the Wells Fargo Center 
against the Charlotte Hornets. 
Proceeds benefit Catholic Charities.  

Tickets: groupmatics.events/event/CCA76ers . 
 
The Society of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla invites 

you to in the celebration of the 14th Feast Day for 

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla, whose Philadelphia 

Archdiocesan Shrine is located in Nativity of Our 

Lord Parish Church, 625 West Street Road in 

Warminster.  The Feast Day Mass will be celebrated 

there on Thursday, April 28 at 7 PM, preceded by 

recitation of the rosary at 6:30 PM. 

 

 
Questions/Registration Information: 

 Call 610-644-0400 or visit malvernretreat.com. 

 

 
February, 2018:  Say “No” to Corruption 

That those who have material, political, or spiritual 

power may resist any lure of corruption. 
 


