
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue 
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania  19004 

                                            
 

W e b s i t e :   w w w . s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g         

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
   
 
 

   Founded 1906 
  

R e c t o r y :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 0 2 0 7            F a x :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 3 5 5 9  
Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office:  610-664-1942     

      

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.     Sunday:  8:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

Monday – Friday:  7:30 a.m.       Saturday:  8:00 a.m.  
 

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, J.D., J.C.D., M.A. … Pastor 

Reverend Sean P. Bransfield, J.C.L., M.A., M.Div. … Parochial Vicar            Director of Parish Outreach … Peggy Haley 

Reverend John A. McGinnis … Retired Priest              Director of Liturgical Music …  Berthilla Wiscount 

Reverend Mr. Brandon M. Artman, M.Div. ... Parish Transitional Deacon        Coordinator of Religious Education …  Peggy Haley                                 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!    Please see one of 

the priests after any weekend Mass, or call the Rectory if you are interested 

in registering at Saint Matthias Parish. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for business matters 

Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

APPOINTMENTS:  You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by 

telephone with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies – Please call the Rectory.  Hospital Visitation – 

The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  

Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.  

Sponsors must   provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective 

Pastors.  First-time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism, 

which is arranged at a mutually convenient time. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor    

at least six months before the date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are 

required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and 

2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 

 

 

 

DE CE M BE R  31,  2017  –  T H E  S O L E M N I T Y  O F  T H E  H O L Y  F A M I L Y
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December 31, 2017  
The Solemnity of the Holy Family 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 30 – V igil, The Holy Family 
5:00  For Our Parishioners 
 

Sunday, December 31 – Solemnity of the Holy Family  
8:30  For Our Parishioners 
10:30  For Our Parishioners 
7:00 For Our Parishioners 
 

Monday, January 1, 2018 – Mary, the Mother of God 
9:00 AM     Eugene Chovanes 
The obligation to attend Mass this year on the Solemnity of Mary, 
the Mother of God is suspended because it falls on a Monday. 
  

Tuesday, January 2 – Ss. Basil and Gregory Nanzianzen 
7:30 Zofia Polus 
 

Wednesday, January 3 – Christmas Weekday/The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

7:30 Antoinette Butler 
 

Thursday, January 4 – Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
7:30 Rev. Msgr. John J. Noone 

        

Friday, January 5 – Saint John Neumann 
7:30 Rev. Luke J. McCabe . Wilma Cavaliere 
  

Saturday, January 6 – Christmas Weekday/St. Andre Bessette 
8:00 Sr. Jean Streibig 
5:00  Arianna Burdo – 1st Birthday 
 

Sunday, January 7 – The Epiphany of the Lord  
8:30  Rose Massucci 
10:30  In Memory of Wilma Cavaliere 
7:00  Pat McGinty 

 
* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program  

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary 
near the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where 
three candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish 
to have one of these candles burning for your 
intention, please bring your donation and intention to 
the sacristy or the rectory office.  The donation for 
these candles is $10.  This week’s candles are lit for: 
Our Youth, Marriage & Family, Special Intention. 
 

H.O.P.E. – Helping Other People Enthusiastically   
Our volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by providing 
transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, and super-

markets.  The H.O.P.E. Captain for January 1 – 7 is: 
Dolores DiGiacomo: 610-664-6043. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:  

Martha Eckert, Frank Diebold, Marie Damas, 
Eleanor Kuhl, Louise Owens, Michele Smith, 
Lorraine Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Rev. Thomas 
Wheeler, S.J., Rev. James Moore, S.J., Chadd Kraus, 
Louis Owens, Lynne Dotsey, Toni Mastrocola, Jack 
Yura, Nancy Lawler, Peggy Haley, Michelle Smith, 
John Maley, Richard & Mary Jane Breen, Ann 
Ledgister, Olivia King, Terrie Gaspar, Louise 
Grato, Sr. Margaret Donohue, R.S.M., Dolores 
Frank, Donald Brokens, Claire Chovanes, Raymond 
Hinson, and Godfryd Plociennik.  We also pray for 
those served by our Parish in Inglis House and Bala 
Nursing Home. Please help us keep this list 
current: if you wish to have someone’s name added 
to/removed from the Sick List, contact the Rectory. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:   
Patricia Black, Andrea Constantino, Mike DeMonte, 
Maggie Duffy, Peggy Haley (ex-officio), Ross Holgado, 
Ed Kiefski, Claudia Martinez, Ray Nepomuceno, 
Kathy O’Connor-Eicke, Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson 
Keyser (finance rep.), Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio). 

 
Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship  

Sunday Collection totals will be updated in future 

bulletins, due to early holiday publishing deadlines. 

Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity! 

 

 
Prayers and Best Wishes  

for a very happy and peaceful New Year 2018  

to you and your family  

from the clergy & staff of St. Matthias Parish! 
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Good to have you with us! 

Been away from Church?  Welcome home! 
 

We offer a profound welcome to all our visitors, family 

members and friends of our parishioners who are with 

us to celebrate the great Feast of Christmas!   
 

For some of our visitors and friends, perhaps it 

has been a while since you last attended Mass or 

went to Confession.  No matter how long you 

may have been away from Church, no matter 

what the reason, you will find a warm welcome 

here at Saint Matthias Parish!  God never forces 

Himself but He is always inviting you (and so do 

we!) to come back to Him, to draw closer to Him. 
 

In the New Year, join us for Holy Mass (Masses 

are at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday evening and at      

8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sundays).  

Confessions are heard on Saturday, 4:15 p.m. and 

by appointment.  Come, see what Jesus is all 

about and what we strive to be all about.  We are 

a vibrant worshiping and caring community! 
 

Of course, the decision is yours, but once you 

meet the friendly, faith-filled people who are 

Saint Matthias Parish, we’re sure you will want 

to keep coming back again and again, growing in 

your relationship with God, our loving Father.     

If you wish more information on coming back to 

Church, we invite you to visit the following 

website: www.catholicscomehome.org.  If you 

have any questions, or would like to speak to one 

of our priests, call the Rectory, 610-664-0207, or 

email matthias@saintmatthias.org. 

Monday, January 1, 2018 New Year’s Day 

9:00 AM Mass 

(Feast of Mary, Mother of God, because it falls on a 

Monday this year, is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

 
Parish Census Forms were sent out last month.  These 

forms are vital for the keeping of up-do-date 

parishioner information that is required by the 

Archdiocese.  Please return them to the Rectory as soon 

as possible. We appreciate your generous donation for 

ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ά.ƭƻŎƪ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴέύΦ  LŦ 

you have misplaced your Census Form, please contact 

the Rectory.  Thank you for your assistance! 

 

 

Infant Clothing Collection  

Benefiting Mothersõ Home in Darby 

Now through  January 7 th  

Mothers’ Home is a residential shelter which 

provides a safe haven for vulnerable, pregnant 

women in crisis who choose life as a sacred gift.  

Founded in 1991 as a program to provide hope and 

support for young adult women who choose life for 

their unborn child despite ongoing obstacles, 

Mothers’ Home provides shelter for up to 22 

women during their pregnancy and the first 6 

months after their babies are born.  Please drop off 

your donation (unwrapped, please) in front of Saint 

Joseph’s Altar.  Thank you for your kindness! 
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“O Come, Let Us Adore Him”   
 

START A NEW “PRAYER” RESOLUTION 
THIS NEW YEAR!  First Tuesday All-Day 
Eucharistic Adoration with Benediction: this 
Tuesday, January 2.  Please sign up for a period 
of adoration on the sheet at the back of Church.  
Adoration will begin following the 7:30 a.m. Mass 
and will conclude with Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament at 7:00 p.m.  The rosary will be 
prayed at 8:00 a.m.  Why not take 15, 30, 60 
minutes (or more) out of your hectic day to speak 
to the Lord and listen in silence to what He is 
saying to you?   
 
May the heart of Jesus, in the Most Blessed Sacrament, be 
praised, adored and loved with grateful affection, at every 
moment in all the tabernacles of the world, even to the end of 
time.  Amen. 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Saint Matthias Parish 
International Supper 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 
after the 5 PM Mass 

We celebrate our cultural diversity & our unity in Christ. 
All are welcome! 

 

 
January, 2018:  Religious Minorities in Asia 

That Christians, and other religious minorities in 

Asian countries, may be able to practice their faith 

in full freedom. 

 
 
Our 2018 Parish Calendars are here and can be 
picked up at the Church doors.  Thank you to 

STRETCH FUNERAL HOME in Havertown for their 
annual donation of these calendars to our Parish. 

 

 
 

Many thanks to all who made our Christmas 

liturgies so beautiful ï our Musicians, 

Servers, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion, Greeters, Church Cleaners 

and Decorators ï all are appreciated for 

sharing their talents with us all.  

 
Thank you for all the 

prayers, well-wishes, treats, 

and other gifts you have 

shared with us this 

Christmas.  Please know 

that you and your families 

are in our prayers. May 

God continue to bless you 

in the New Year and 

always!     

Monsignor Mesure 

Fran Bransfield 

Father McGinnis 

Father Finn 

Father Tran 
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The Birthday of Life and  

an Uprising against Sorrow 
by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. 

 
Two of the recurring themes for ñthe holidaysò each 

December are joy and peace.  But beset by so much 

frantic marketing, and with so many seasonal 

distractions and pressures, many Americans canôt 

remember why they should feel happy. Warm feelings 

need a better reason than the winter solstice. For the 

believer who stops and prays, nothing can obscure the 

real meaning of Christmas.  Nothing can diminish the 

clean, bright beauty of Christmas Mass, or the glory of 

the carols we hold dear. 

 

Christmas is the birthday of life.  This day is the 

beginning of hope.  Jesus Christ is Lord ï the only 

name under heaven by which anyone can be saved 

(Acts 4:12); there is no other ï and his birth is our 
rebirth. 

The joy in Christmas is the fact that Godôs love 

becomes flesh.  God enters a sinful world in order to 

redeem it.  The peace in Christmas is the 

reconciliation God begins in Bethlehem between 

himself and humanity. The stable leads to the 

cross.  The cross leads to a tomb.  And the tomb leads 

to resurrection and life.  Easter begins in Christmas, 
and thatôs the reason we sing. 

This is a good time of year to remember that what we 

celebrate as Christians is much more than a pious 

story about a baby, or a parable about new 

life.  Christmas is real.  Christmas is a revolution. 

Christmas begins an uprising against the world, 

against sin, against death, against despair, against 
loneliness, led by the loving God who created us. 

In Genesis, God said, ñLet there be light,ò and 

creation began.  This Christmas, and every Christmas, 

God speaks again ð through his Son, his Word made 

flesh ï saying ñLet there be light,ò and in the 

Christmas sky, rises a light unto the gentiles that 

renews the world. 

The source of our joy is the hope Christmas Day 

kindles in our hearts.  And the reason for our hope is 
the coming of a Savior in the birth of Jesus Christ. 

May his coming fill each of us with happiness, real 

happiness, the kind that endures because itôs grounded 

in the Source of joy himself ï today, every day of the 

Christmas season and throughout the coming year. 

The following prayer was prayed in anticipation of 

the 2015 World Meeting of Families and the 

apostolic visit of Pope Francis to Philadelphia. 

 

 

 
 
Life is changed, not ended.  Please pray for the 

happy repose of the souls of Vincent Garrity  and       

Ruth N. Harnett .  May their souls, and the souls of 

all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.  Amen. 
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The Holy Family and All Families 
 

On this first Sunday after Christmas, the 

Liturgy invites us to celebrate the Feast of the Holy 

Family of Nazareth. Indeed, every nativity scene 

shows us Jesus together with Our Lady and St Joseph 

in the grotto of Bethlehem. God wanted to be born 

into a human family, he wanted to have a mother and 

father like us. 

And today the Gospel presents the Holy 

Family to us on the sorrowful road of exile, seeking 

refuge in Egypt. Joseph, Mary and Jesus experienced 

the tragic fate of refugees, which is marked by fear, 

uncertainty and unease (cf. Mt 2:13-15; 19-23). 

Unfortunately, in our own time, millions of families 

can identify with this sad reality. Almost every day 

the television and papers carry news of refugees 

fleeing from hunger, war and other grave dangers, in 

search of security and a dignified life for themselves 

and for their families. 

In distant lands, even when they find work, 

refugees and immigrants do not always find a true 

welcome, respect and appreciation for the values they 

bring. Their legitimate expectations collide with 

complex and difficult situations which at times seem 

insurmountable. Therefore, as we fix our gaze on the 

Holy Family of Nazareth as they were forced to 

become refugees, let us think of the tragedy of those 

migrants and refugees who are victims of rejection 

and exploitation, who are victims of human 

trafficking and of slave labour. But let us also think of 

the other “exiles”: I would call them “hidden exiles,” 

those exiles who can be found within their own 

families: the elderly for example who are sometimes 

treated as a burdensome presence. I often think that a 

good indicator for knowing how a family is doing is 

seeing how their children and elderly are treated. 

Jesus wanted to belong to a family who 

experienced these hardships, so that no one would 

feel excluded from the loving closeness of God. The 

flight into Egypt caused by Herod’s threat shows us 

that God is present where man is in danger, where 

man is suffering, where he is fleeing, where he 

experiences rejection and abandonment; but God is 

also present where man dreams, where he hopes to 

return in freedom to his homeland and plans and 

chooses life for his family and dignity for himself and 

his loved ones. 

Today our gaze on the Holy Family lets us 

also be drawn into the simplicity of the life they led in 

Nazareth. It is an example that does our families great 

good, helping them increasingly to become 

communities of love and reconciliation, in which 

tenderness, mutual help, and mutual forgiveness is 

experienced. Let us remember the three key words for 

living in peace and joy in the family: “may I,” “thank 

you,” and “sorry.” In our family, when we are not 

intrusive and ask “may I,” in our family when we are 

not selfish and learn to say “thank you,” and when in 

a family one realizes he has done something wrong 

and knows how to say “sorry,” in that family there is 

peace and joy. Let us remember these three words. 

Can we repeat them all together: may I, thank you, 

sorry. (Everyone: may I, thank you, sorry!) I would 

also like to encourage families to become aware of the 

importance they have in the Church and in society. 

The proclamation of the Gospel, in fact, first passes 

through the family to reach the various spheres of 

daily life. 

Let us fervently call upon Mary Most Holy, 

the Mother of Jesus and our Mother, and St Joseph 

her spouse. Let us ask them to enlighten, comfort and 

guide every family in the world, so that they may 

fulfil with dignity and peace the mission which God 

has entrusted to them. 
 

Pope Francis 
The Feast of the Holy Family/December 29, 2013 

 
Welcome, New Parishioners! 

¶ Zachary & Margaret Martin and children, Jack 
and Cooper  

¶ Debbie Martin (mother of Zachary) 

¶ Stephen & Laura Close 

¶ Thomas & Lauren Conlan and children: 
James, Andrew, and Julia 

¶ Meghan Baskerville 

¶ Michael & Kathleen Tobin and children, Elissa 
and Madeline 

¶ Peter Vincent Phillps 

¶ Gregory Philip Jordanoff 

¶ Jamil-Yakez Hopkins and children, Mateo 
Gabriel Guity and Isaiah Urijah Hopkins. 

 
Driver needed to pick up and drop off parishioner, in 

Wynnewood, for Mass.  Prefers 5:00 PM on Saturday, 

but is available Sundays.  Willing to pay!  Please contact 

the Rectory if you are able to help this parishioner. 


