Saint Matthias Paris

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

Website: www.saintmatthias.org
Email: matthias@saintmatthias.org

Founded 1906

Rectory: 610-664-0207 S Fax: 610-664-3559
Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office: 610-664-1942

CMass Qbchedule

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m. Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, ]J.D., ].C.D., M.A. ... Pastor Director of Parish Outreach: Peggy Haley

Reverend Sean P. Bransfield, J.C.L., M.A., M.Div.... Parochial Vicar Director of Liturgical Music: Berthilla Wiscount
Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest Coordinator of Religious Education: Peggy Haley
Brandon M. Artman, Parish Seminarian Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry: Katie Bryson

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish! Please see one of
the priests after any weekend Mass, or call the Rectory if you are interested

in registering at Saint Matthias Parish.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for business matters
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

APPOINTMENTS: You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by
telephone with the Priest you wish to see.

SICK CALLS: Emergencies — Please call the Rectory. Hospital Visitation —
The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.
Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.
Sponsors must provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective
Pastors. First-time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism,
which is arranged at a mutually convenient time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor
at least six months before the date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are ‘ Au-.-f‘—%—!-‘ . 1
required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and e

2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

JANUARY 8, 2017 — THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD




January 82017

The Epiphany of the Lord

Saturday, January 7 8 Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord
5:00  Mary Nassari - Anniversary

or
Sunday, January 8 8 Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord Pr‘u’ -f

*8:30 Mary C. Block — 34 Anniversary
10:30  Alice Noone
7:00  Rev. Msgr. Thomas B. Falls

Monday, January 9 8 The Baptism of the Lord
7:30  Debra Parmentola

Tuesday, January 10 d Weekdd{stWk. Ordinary Time)
7:30  In Memory of Oliver Totaro

Wednesday, January 11 d Weekday
7:30  Gordon B. Stewart

Thursday, January 12 d Weekday
7:30  William Dotsey

Friday, January 13 — Weekd#&t. Hilary
7:30  William Dotsey

Saturday, January 14 0 Weekd&VM
8:00  John Phillips
*5:00 The Walheim Family

Sunday, January 15 8 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30  John Phillips

10:30  William Dotsey

7:00  For Our Parishioners

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three
candles burn for special intentions. If you wish to have
one of these candles burning for your intention, please
bring your donation and intention to the sacristy or the
rectory office. The Donation for these candles is $10.
This week’s candles are lit for: Our Youth, Family and
Marriage, and Special Intention.

Pope Francisbé
Christian Unity: That all Christians may be faithful to the
Lordods teaching by
charity to restore ecclesial communion and by
collaborating to meet the challenges facingrhanity.

H.O.P.E. — Helping Other People Enthusiastically
H.O.P.E. volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by
providing transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, and
supermarkets. The H.O.P.E. Captain for January 9 to
15 is Juanita Harmon: 215-477-9992.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:
Martha Eckert, Frank Diebold, Marie
Damas, Eleanor Kuhl, Louise Owens,
Michele Smith, Louise Vesci, Lorraine
Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Rev.
tlw SiCk Thomas Wheeler, S.J., Rev. James

Moore, S.J., Chadd Kraus, Bill Dufty,
Louis Owens, Lynne Dotsey, Toni Mastrocola, Jack
Yura, Rev. John McGinnis, Nancy Lawler, Peggy Haley,
and Michelle Smith. We also pray for those served by
our Parish in Inglis House and Bala Nursing Home.
Please help us keep this list current: if you wish to have
someone’s name added to or removed from our Sick
List, please contact the Rectory.

Pl&dS&

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
Patricia Black, Katherine Bryson (exofficig) Andrea
Constantino, Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy
Haley (exofficig) Ross Holgado, Claudia Martinez, Ray
Nepomuceno, Mark Rooney, Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson
Keyser (finance replike Utkus, Berthilla Wiscount (exofficio)

Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship

Sunday Collection — December 17/18: $ 6,016
Sunday Collection — December 24/25: $ 3,253
Christmas Collection (to date): $ 31,363
Sunday Collection — December 31/January 1: $ 5,439
Holy Day Collection — December 31/January 1: $ 1,362
Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity!

strivi nd:30wiMonsignprMasyre r

Second Collection This Weekend: Annual Fuel
Collection — Fuel costs for our parish buildings
continue to rise yeatly, as you are most certainly
aware from your own fuel bills. We are asking each
tamily to be as generous as possible in this yeat’s
Fuel Collection. Thank you for your generosity.

Fonuary, 8007 | nt ent iPsigpt Celghbrant Schedule: January 14/15

5:00  Monsignor Mesure

and
10:30 Father Finn

7:00  Father Bransfield
075Saint Matthia®
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The Epiphany of the Lord

When the Magi visited the

baby Jesus they brought
gifts to present to him. It

was customary that foreign
emissaries would bring gifts
§ to court the favor of royalty,

particuarly when there was a
royal birth. Each of the

three gifts representedesus

and what His mission was to fulfill.

The gift of gold was often reserved for royalty.
The Magitold Kind Herod that they had come to
see the one born King of the Jews. It is clear
they recognized Jesus aeing royal. They had
seen the Star of Bethlehem in the sky and
recognized its mportance as a sign of a
spectaular birth.

Frankincense was a highly valued commodity
and somewhat rare. In the Temple, the Jews
prayed before the Atar of Incense which was
always kept burning. The substance burned on
that altar was frankincense which gives off a
sweet smelling white smoke. The smoke rising
from the altar of incense represented the prayers
of the people rising to God in Heaven. The only
use of frankincens®r Jews was at this altar, and

it was reserved for the worship of God. The

Magi presenting this gift to Jesus represents the
fact that he was indeed divine.

Myrrh was extremely valuable and was normally
reserved for special instances. The major ukse 0
myrrh was for burials. Myrrh was placed on the
cloths used to wrap bodies for burial. The
Magi 6s gi ft of myrr h
that Jesus was born to die.

S

The Magi also brought a fourth gift even more
important than the other three. Aftethey laid
their treasures down before Mary and Joseph,
they worshipped Jesus. These wise men came
from afar not just to court favor but to proclaim
that they believed Him to be the King of kings.
The greatest gift that we can offer to Jesus this
Christmas and every day is our praise and
worship.

[ —

Saint Matthiagsh#\nnual
International Supper

Saturday, February 4
6:00 PM in the Gym (after the 5PM Mass)

family games 50/50 kids dress up

A special invitation to join us at one of the best social
events at St. Matthias Parish! Come and join the fun and
share the food from your heritage. Is there a dish that
your family really likes? Bring it and share the love with
the St. Matthias gang! This is a great opportunity to meet
PLEASE JOIN
Feel free to dress in

new families and make new friends.
us!
clothing native to your country, if you wish! If you want

Lots of fun for everyone!

to attend and not prepare a dish, the suggested donation
is $5 per person.

Coffee, Tea& soft drinks provided B.Y.O.B.

Kindly complete the form below to indicate if
you can prepare a dish of your national origin.

Return in collection basket or to the Rectory
OR simply email Bill Duffy at
drbillduffy@netscape.net

Yes! I will attend.

Yes! I will bring an international dish.
Name: , .
eems T O convey Tt he T
Phone:
Email:
Title of Dish:
Country of Origin:

Yes! I will bring a dessert!

Yes! I want to help the day of the event.
Please contact me.

075Saint Matthia8
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Infant Clothing Collection

M) Benefiting

% Today is the deadline!
Please drop off your donation (unwrapped, please) in
front of Saint Joseph’s Altar TODAY. Thank youl

Mot hg

BIBLE STUDY
at SAINT Matthias

If you are interested in learning more about
{Gd tldA Qa [SGIGSNER (2
Ascension Press Program, join us for BIBLE STU
We will offer this 8part Bible Study on the followings
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Parish Centg
Januay 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, February 7, 14, 21.

tdzf Qa [SGGSNI G2 GKS§

remarkable gifts that we as Christians are given in the

Church. This letter tells us about the nature of the

Churchg as a body, as a household, as a mystery, as

communion, as a bride, and as an army. It shows u
the great inheritance that awaits us as sons an(
daughters, adopted fully into the family of God. It
NE@SIFfa K2¢g D2RQa 3INBI
daily lives if we allow it.

Ephesians: Discover YounHeritance is an
8-part Bible study that will enrich your faith, and
show you how to live it out. In this study, you will:

9 Discover what it means to be not just a son o
daughter of God, but an heir to all he has to give.
Learn about the great mystergf how we can
love one another as Christ loves the Church.
CAYR 2dzi GKIFG &2dz KI @S
sheer goodness".

Please call the Rectory if you are interested if
joining us.

S

[72)
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Fr. Sean Bransfield

WELCOME

WaigRsEE GLAD Y O U 'R E FESS

Good thave you with us!
Been away from Church? Welco

We offer a profound welcome to all our visitors, family
members and friends of our parishioners who are with

us to celebrate the great Feast of Christmas!

For some of our visitors and friends, perhaps it
has been a while since you last attended Mass or
went to Confession. No matter how long you
Ry hayq egranay yrgm i fp g aRter
iwhat the reason, you will find a warm welcome
here at Saint Matthias Parish! God never forces
Himself but He is always inviting you (and so do

we!) to come back to Him, to draw closer to Him.
9LKSaAlya NbBOSFta Ylye
In the New Year, join us for Holy Mass (Masses
are at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday evening and at
8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sundays).
Confessions are heard on Saturday, 4:15 p.m. and
by appointment. Come, see what Jesus is all

about and what we strive to be all about. We are

2 x%b?antiv%rgfﬁpgééancpcgri%g CQHNT]L.UMtél T2

Of course, the decision is yours, but once you
meet the friendly, faith-filled people who are
Saint Matthias Parish, we’re sure you will want
to keep coming back again and again, growing in
your relationship with God, our loving Father.
If you wish more information on coming back to
Church, we invite you to visit the following

{vebsted M\9v§ catAoY CSC%&B@OI’QG Lt ))OLY
have any questions, or would like to speak to one
of our priests, call the Rectory, 610-664-0207, or

email matthias@saintmatthias.org.

075Saint Matthiag



Life is changed, not ended. Pray for the happy
repose of the souls of Rev. John Crowley and
Rev. Joseph Fitzmyer, S.J. May their souls, and the
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace. Amen.

A Stewardship Meditation

The activity of giving grows out of an attitude of
gratitude. After Jesus, it is the Blessenigih Mary
who by her example most perfectly teaches the
meaning of discipleship and stewardship in their
fullest sense. All of the essential elements are found
in her lifeT7 she was called and gifted by God; she
responded generously, creatively and pnilye she

understood her divinely
i n t er ms of service and
reflects an obedience to

of gratitude show in the way in which we use our
time, talent and treasure?

STRANGERS
IN A

STRANGE

STRANGES IN A STRANGE LAND

J— LIVING THE CATHOLIC FAITH IN A POST-CHRISTIAN WORLD J—
CHARLES J. CHAPUT
; AR:’HRI‘-HDP OF PHILADEL I‘Hl:\
oThis is an i mportant

guestiodsvho are we as Christians,

CASSEROLES FOR SAI NT J
We are grateful to those who make a casserole,
freeze it in a foil pan (pans & recipes available in

the church vestibules), then place it in the gym
lobby in the morning of the third Monday of each
month. The next pickup will be next Monday,
January 1 6. Many thanks to those who exercise
this Corporal Work of Mercy to ensure the
homeless of Philadelphia have a hot meal each
weekday.

acontinued service to our parish!

2

Attention all ministry volunteers: If you have not
yet picked up your Christmas “thank you” gift,
please do so this week at the Rectory during
regular business hours. Thank you for your

J.0

! 3

Join us for the March for Life Event on Friday,
January 27, 2017. Saint Denis Parish has agreed
to share their bus with Saint Matthias. The bus will
depart from Saint Denis after their 8:30 AM Mass,
and will return early evening around or before
6:00 PM. A shared offering of $20.00 per person is
asked of each rider. Please bring a bagged lunch.
If you are interested, please call Saint Matthias
Rectory at 610-664-0207. Thank you from the
Saint Matthias Pro-Life Committee.

ARCH

JANUARY B, 2017

tLong-Term Substitute Teacher Wanted "DOT

. L p
Merion Mercy Academy, a Catholic independent all

and how do we live and love, work and create? dirls high school sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy,

A mustead faCatholics and
anyonemmcer ned for

has an opging for a longterm substitute teaein of

A me r jSecondary biology and chemistry for the second

- MosReveredosél. Gomezrchbishop of Los Angeles Seémester of the 20117 school year. Degree

Here is a bold critique of today’s America, a
provocative look at the post-Christian public square
and the gradual erosion of the religious faith and
freedom that have marked it for so long. At the same
time, Archbishop Chatles J. Chaput offers prophetic,
empowering guidance on how Christians—and
especially Catholics—can successfully overcome these
challenges and not merely survive but reclaim the joy,
the beauty, and the grandeur of life in the world.
Pre-order your copy now. Book to be released on
February 21, 2017.

required. Experience and certification fare
red. Qualified applicants are asked to elmaicover
letter and resume by Tuesday, January" b0
madanovich@meriemercy.com

Waldron Mercy Academy, a Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence located in Merion, offers a Montessori
program for children age3-6, and an Edy Childhood
Program for3 year olds, througlyrace 8.Pleasecall
610664-9847,x.1130r visit www.waldronmercy.org
Open Houseslanuary 1t 7 p.m& March 7at 9 a.m.
075Saint Matthias
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THE BIBLE and the
VIRGIN MARY

Free Video Study Series
for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia

The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, founded by Dr. Scott Hahn, has partnered with the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia to offer limited-time free access to its new video Bible study series, The Bible and the Virgin Mary. The 12

part series will help you grow in your knowledge of Scripture and devotion to Our Lady. The videos will be
available for free viewing online according to the schedule below and can be used for individual or group study.

Follow the link here to sign up:

Plaseshare i ithfriends andfamilyy  Bil€@NAtheVirginMary.com/Philadelphia

Schedule of Videos
W eek I: January 18-24 W eek 5: February 15-21 W eek 9: March 15-21
Lesson 1, A Biblical Introduction Tesson 4 (still available) Lesson 8 (still available)
to Mary Tesson 5, The Ark of the New Lesson 9, Full of Grace
Covenant

W eek 2: January 25-31 W eek 10: March 22-28

Lesson 1 (still available) W eek 6: February 22-28 Lesson 9 (still available)
Lesson 2, Handmaid of the Lord Lesson 5 (still available) Lesson 10, All Holy
Lesson 6, Bor of a Virgin
W eek 3: February 1-7 W eek 11: March 29-April 4
Lesson 2 (still available) Week 7: March 1-7 Lesson 10 (still available)
Lesson 3, Wedding at Cana, Lesson 6 (still available) Lesson 11, The Assumption
Garden in Eden Lesson 7, The Promised Mother
W eek 12: April 5-11
W eek 4: February 8-14 W eek 8: March 8-14 Lesson 11 (still available)
Lesson 3 (still available) Lesson 7 (still available) Lesson 12, Always a Mother
Lesson 4, The New Eve Lesson 8, Mother Crowned in
Glory W eek 13: April 12-18
Lesson 12 (still available)
Sponsored by:

St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology & the Archdiocese of Philadelphia

The Most Reverend TIMOTHY C. SENIOR, D.D.
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia and
Rector of Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary

invites you to ...

the 4" annual

JOHN CARDINAL FOLEY Lecture

with a presentation on

The Power of the Word:

Catholic News Media &

Spiritual Formation

by

GREGORY ERLANDSON
Director & Editor-in-Chief

Catholic News Service

on Monday, Janual‘y 30, 2017
@ 7:00 p.m. in e Vianney Hall Auditorium

Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary
100 East Wynnewood Road
Wynnewood. PA 19096

For information, call 610-785-6530
or go to wiww.scs.edu

The lecture is free and open to the public.

The Church celebrates the Feast of the Baptism
of Our Lord this year tomorrow, January 9. This brings
to an end the season of Christmas. The Church recalls
Our Lord's second manifestation or epiphany which
occurred on the occasion of His baptism in theldor
Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its waters and
to give them the power to beget sons of God. The event
takes on the importance of a second creation in which
the entire Trinity intervenes.

The baptism of John was a sort of sacramental
prepar&ory for the Baptism of Christ. It moved men to
sentiments of repentance and induced them to confess
their sins. Christ did not need the baptism of John.
Although He appeared in the "substance of our flesh"
and was recognized "outwardly like unto oursel/éte
was absolutely sinless and impeccable. He conferred
upon the water the power of the true Baptism which
would remove all the sins of the world: "Bet the
Lamb of Godwho takes away the sin of the world."

Many of the incidents which accompanied
Chrid's baptism are symbolical of what happened at our
Baptism. At Christ's baptism, the Holy Spirit descended
upon Him; at our Baptism, the Trinity took its abode in
our soul. At His baptism, Christ was proclaimed the
"Beloved Son" of the Father; at our Banti, we become
the adopted sons of God. At Christ's baptism, the
heavens were opened; at our Baptism, heaven was
opened to us. At His baptism, Jesus prayed; after our
Baptism, ve must pray to avoid actuahs

Ordinary Time in the Roman Catholic Church mumes
this Tuesday What exactly is Ordinary Time?

The rhythm of the liturgical seasons reflects the
rhythm of life & with its celebrations of anniversaries
and its seasons of quiet growth and maturi@ydinary
Time, meaning ordered or numbered (fraghe word
Afordinal , 0 meaning fAnumber
segments: from the Monday following the Baptism of
Our Lord up to Ash Wednesday, and from Pentecost
Monday to the First Sunday of Advent. This makes it the
largest season of the Liturgical afe

Vestments, usually green, are the color of hope
and growth. The Church counts the thittyee or
thirty-four Sundays of Ordinary Time, inviting her
children to meditate upon the whole mystery of Chirist
his life, miracles and teachings in the ligh of his
Resurrection.

If the faithful are to mature in the spiritual life
and increase in faith, they must descend the great
mountain peaks of Easter and Christmas in order to
"pasture” in the vast verdant meadowsteshpus per
annum or Ordinary Time.

Sunday by Sunday, the Pilgrim Church marks
her journey through thempus per annu@s she
processes through time toward eternity.

075Saint Matthia$



