aint Matthias Paris

Website:
Email: matthias@saintmatthias.org

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

www.saintmatthias.org

Founded 1906

Rectory: 610-664-0207 o

Fax: 610-664-3559

Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office: 610-664-1942

CMass Qbchedule

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 8:30a.m. 10:30a.m. 7:00 p.m.

Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, ].D., ].C.D., M.A. ... Pastor
Reverend Sean P. Bransfield, J.C.L., M.A., M.Div.... Parochial Vicar
Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest

Brandon M. Artman, Parish £minarian

Director of Parish Outreach: Peggy Haley

Director of Liturgical Music: Berthilla Wiscount
Coordinator of Religious Education: Peggy Haley
Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry: Katie Bryson

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthia s Parish! Please seene of
the priests after any weekend Mass, or call the Rectory if you are interested
in registering at Saint Matthias Parish.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for business matters
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

APPOINTMENTS: You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by
telephone with the Priest you wish to see.

SICK CALLS: Emergencies— Please call the Rectory. Hospital Visitation -
The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.

Please contact the Rectory, since hospitalsio notcontact the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered mod

Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.

Sponsors must provide proof of eligibility by a letter from t heir respective
Pastors. Firsttime parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism,
which is arranged at a mutu ally convenient time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor

at leastsix months before the date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are

required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

DECEMBER 25, 2016 — THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD




December25 2016

The Nativity of the Lord

Saturday, December 24 8 Vigil, Nativity of the Lord

8:00 AM Nicholas Chovanes

*4.00 PM* For Our Parishioners
*6:00 PM* For Our Parishioners
Midnight For Our Parishioners

Sunday, December 25 d The Nativity of the Lord
8:30 AM For Our Parishioners
10:30 AM For Our Parishioners
No 7 PM Mass on Christmas Day!

Monday, December 26 8 St. Stephen, First Martyr
7:30  Bob Tuckett

Tuesday, December 27 d St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:30  Agnes Dixon

Wednesday, December 28 d The Holy Innocents
*7:30 Mary Karganilla (deceased),
50t Anniversary

Thursday, December 29 d St. Thomas Becket
7:30 Hans Steinbeis

Friday, December 30 — The Holy Family
7:30  Intentions of Jim & Bridget Carney

Saturday, December 31 8 St. Sylvester, Pope
8:00 AM Ernest Augustine
5:00 PM Zofia Polus

Sunday, January 1 d Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
8:30  In Loving Memory of Louise Vesci

10:30  Alice Noone

7:00

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three
candles burn for special intentions. If you wish to have
one of these candles burning for your intention, please
bring your donation and intention to the sacristy or the
rectory office. The Donation for these candles is $10.
This week’s candles are lit for: Our Youth, Family and
Marriage, and Special Intention.

H.O.P.E. — Helping Other People Enthusiastically
H.O.P.E. volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by
providing transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, and
supermarkets. The H.O.P.E. Captain for December 26
to January 1 is Ed & Marge Kiefski: 215-913-4482.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:
Martha Eckert, Frank Diebold, Marie
Damas, Eleanor Kuhl, Louise Owens,
Michele Smith, Louise Vesci, Lorraine
Pr‘u’ jOf Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Rev.
tlw SiCk Thomas Wheeler, S.J., Rev. James
Moore, S.J., Chadd Kraus, Bill Dufty,
Louis Owens, Lynne Dotsey, Toni Mastrocola, Jack
Yura, Rev. John McGinnis, Nancy Lawler, Peggy Haley,
and Stephanie Krieger. We also pray for those served
by our Parish in Inglis House and Bala Nursing Home.
Please help us keep this list current: if you wish to have
someone’s name added to or removed from our Sick
List, please contact the Rectory.

Pl&d«S&

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
Patricia Black, Katherine Bryson (exofficig) Andrea
Constantino, Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy
Haley (exofficig) Ross Holgado, Claudia Martinez, Ray
Nepomuceno, Mark Rooney, Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson
Keyser (finance replike Utkus, Berthilla Wiscount (exofficio)

Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship

Updated collections are not available
due to an early bulletin publishing deadline.

Thank you for your continu ed sacrificial generosity!

Merry Christmas

“Merry Christmas” is our greeting, even when
t he secul ar worl d say
We greet each other in the name of Jesus
“Merry CHRISTmas"” to all!

Priest Celebrant Schedule: December 31/January 1

5.00PM Father Bransfield

8:30 AM Monsignor Mesure

10:30 AM Father Bransfield

7:00 PM Monsignor Mesure(Quiet Mass)
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Dear Parishioners,

At Christmas we can often experience a sense of
wonder that may evade us the rest of the year. At
Christmas we can sense that there is more to life than
what we may experience in our day-to-day
routine. At Christmas we can often better sense the
presence ofGod in our lives.

| pray that you will experience the loving presence of
God — not just during the Christmas season but also
throughout the New Year. | pray that we will all come
to a greater realization
and action in the people and events we encounter
each day.

On behalf of Father Bransfield, Father McGinnis,
Father Finn, Father Tran and everyone here at Sint
Matthias Parish, | wish you and your loved ones a
Holy and Merry Christmas.

Fr. Mesure

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (January 1)
Confessions: Saturday4:158 4:45 PM

New Years0GPMEYV e :
New Ye ar8386& 1020\ AM

M ) Infant Clothing Collection

% Benefiting

Now through January 8"

Mothers” Home is a residential shelter which provides
a safe haven for vulnerable, pregnant women in crisis
who choose life as a sacred gift. Founded in 1991 as
a program to provide hope and support for young
adult women who choose life for their unborn child
despite ongoing obstacles, Mothers’ Home provides
shelter for up to 22 women during their pregnancy
and the first 6 months after their babies are born.
Please drop off your donation (unwrapped, please) in
front of Saint Joseph’s Altar now through January 8.
Thank you for your kindness!

(There will also be a quiet Mass with no music at 7 P[j)

Mot h g

Good to have you with us!
Been away from Church? Welco

We offer a profound welcome to all our visitors, fa
members and friends of our parishioners who are
us to celebrate the great Feast of Christmas!

For some of our visitors and friends, perhaps it
has been a while since you last attended Mass or

dlfwens tosGoafession.o Ne matign hovs forgsyew

may have been away from Church, no matter
what the reason, you will find a warm welcome
here at Saint Matthias Parish! God never forces
Himself but He is always inviting you (and so do
we!) to come back to Him, to draw closer to Him.

In the New Year, join us for Holy Mass (Masses

are at 500 p.m. on Saturday evening and at

8:30a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sundays)
Confessions are heard on Saturday, 4:15 p.m. and
by appointment. Come, see what Jesus isall

about and what we strive to be all about. We are

a vibrant worshiping and caring community!

Of course, the decision is yours, but once you
meet the frlendly, faith f|IIed people who are
rSalnt ttﬂlas Bgrlsh
to keep coming back again and again, growing in
your relationship with God, our loving Father.
If you wish more information on coming back to
Church, we invite you to visit the following
website: www.catholicscomehome.org. If you
have any questions, or would like to speak to one
of our priests, call the Rectory, 6106640207, or
email matthias@saintmatthias.org

075 Saint Matthic®



Our Christmas Gift to You:
"RESISTING HAPPINESS" by Matthew Kelly

RESISTING
HAPPINESS

MATTHEW KELLY

Every single moment is a chance to turn it all around.
Are you happy? It may be the wrong question. Most
of us think we are relatively happy, while at the same
time knowing that we could be happier—maybe even
a lot happier. Ordinary people and the finest
philosophers have been exploring the question of
happiness for thousands of years, and theories
abound. But this is not a book of theory. Resistin
Happinessa deeply personal, disarmingly transparent
look at why we sabotage our own happiness and what
to do about it.

Are you overwhelmed? Do you procrastinate?r Do
you sometimes feel like you are your own worst
enemy? Are you ignoring your dreams? Have you
lost the courage to truly be yourself? Do you feel that
your life lacks meaning and purpose? Do you find
yourself avoiding the real issues in your life and
focusing on the superficial?

Breaking through resistance, Matthew Kelly tells us, is
essential to becoming the-best-version-of-ourselves
and living with passion and purpose.

What is resistance? It’s that sluggish feeling of not
wanting to do something that you know is good for
you. It’s the inclination to do something that you
unabashedly know is not good for you. It’s the desire
and tendency to delay something you should be doing
right now.

It is resistance that stands between you and
happiness. In these pages you will learn not only
what it is, but how to recognize and conquer it in
your own life.

COPIES ARE AVAILABLE
AT THE DOORS OF THE CHURCH.
TAKE ONE AND READ IT!

g

: Cptentiona 4

SAVE THE DATE!
Saint Matthias Parish International Supper
Saturday, February 4, 2017
after the 5 PM Mass
All are welconvée celebrate our cultural diversity
and our unity in Christ.

20/% 4/7;4/2(*14

December, 2016

UniversdintentionEnd to ChikSoldiers
That the scandal of clstddiers may be eliminated
the world over.

EvangelizatidntentionEurope
That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beal
goodness, and truth of the Gekjdl gives joy and

Aid For Our aupply of meals for the sick,

hope to life.
Friends elderly, and homebound is low.

% We are asking that you please do
what you can to perhaps make an extra portion or two
when you cook. Please pack up the meal, fill out the
ingredient inbrmation sheet included with the meal
container, and place it i
back porch the next ti me
information, visitwww.aidforfriends.org
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SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO SEMINARY
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary offers a variety
of learning opportunities for lay men and women.
The "School of Theological Studies" at Saint
Charles Borromeo Seminary welcomes students of
all ages to pursue undergraduate and graduate
courses in theology. Students may enroll in a
degree program or take courses for personal
enrichment during Spring Semester, 2017.
(http://www.scs.edu/register)

Introduction to Islam acquaints students with the
fundamentals of the Islamic religion.
Protestant Reformation to Vatican Il explores the
causes of the Protestant Reformation and the
Catholic response. The year 2017 marks the
500™ Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.

There is a wide selection of additional offerings in
Sacred Scripture, Catholic Theology, Prayer and
Philosophy. The courses are interesting and
informative, taught by knowledgeable and friendly
faculty. For more information please contact:
http://www.scs.edu/sts or 610-785-6287

Some calls are meant

to be answered.

For more information on vocations to the Sacred
Priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
please visit www.HeedTheCall.org or call the
Archdiocesan Vocations Office at 610-667-5778.
Please continue to pray for our Seminarians, for those
currently discerning a vocation, and for an increase| in
vocations to the Sacred Priesthood and religious life.

Where thereds a will,
Remembering Saint Matthias Parish in your will
gives us a way to secure the future of our Parish.
Let your memory live on because of your
generosity. Your name will be inscribed in our
Book of Remembrance on t
Altar. Let us pray for all those who have been so
generous to our Parish o ver our 110 year history.

he

BIBLE STUDY
at SAINT Matthias

If you are interested in learning more about
{do tldAf Qa [SUGGSNR G2
Ascension Press Program, join us for BIBLE STUDY
We will offer this 8part Bible Study on the followings
Tuesday evengs at 7:00 PM in the Parish Center
January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 14, 21.

t | dzfete@dto the Ephesians reveals many
remarkable gifts that we as Christians are given in th
Church. This letter tells us about the nature of the
Chuch¢ as a body, as a household, as a mystery, as a
communion, as a bride, and as an army. It shows us
the great inheritance that awaits us as sons and
daughters, adopted fully into the family of God. It
NEGSIFta K2g D2RQa 3INBIrd |f
daily lives if we allow it.

Ephesians: Discover Your Inheritanég an
8-part Bible study that will enrich your faith,nd
show you how to live it outln this study, you will:

9 Discover what it means to be not just a son o
daughter of God, but aheir to all he has to give.

1 Learn about the great mystery of how we can
love one another as Christ loves the Church.

f CAYR 2dzi GKIFIG @&2dz KI@$
sheer goodness".

Please call the Rectory if you are interested in
joining us.

()

Fr. Sean Bransfield

CatholicPhilly.com,the
ClThOliC digital successor to the
phi ” . formerCatholic Standard
YCO and TimeBlewspapers
updated daily with Catholic news, and catechesi
and features a free weekly newsletter sent by ema

&

Waldron Mercy Academy, a Blie Ribbon School of
Excellencelocated in Merion, offers a Montessori

t h er e (program for children ages three to six, and an Early

Childhood Program for three year olds, throgghde
8. To learn moreplease call 61664-9847, ext. 118¢
visit www.waldronmercy.org Please join us for our
Open HousesTuesday, January @t 7 p.m. and
Tuesday, March'7at 9 a.m.
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THE BIBLE and the
VIRGIN MARY

Free Video Study Series
for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia

The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, founded by Dr. Scott Hahn,

has partnered with the Archdiocese of

Philadelphia to offer limited-time free access to its new video Bible study series, The Bible and the Virgin Mary. The 12-
part series will help you grow in your knowledge of Scripture and devotion to Our Lady. The videos will be
available for free viewing online according to the schedule below and can be used for individual or group study.

Follow the link here to sign up:

Please share tvithfriendsandfamiy  Bil€QNCthEVirginMary.com/Philadelphia
Schedule of Videos
W eek I: January 18-24 W eek 5: February 15-21 W eek 9: March 15-21
Lesson 1, A Biblical Introduction Tesson 4 (still available) Lesson 8 (still available)
to Mary TLesson 3, The Ark of the New Lesson 9, Full of Grace
Covenant

W eek 2: January 25-31

Lesson 1 (still available) W eek 6: February 22-28

Lesson 2, Handmaid of the Lord Lesson 5 (still available)
Lesson 6, Born of a Virgin

W eek 3: February 1-7

Lesson 2 (still available) Week 7: March 1-7

Lesson 3, Wedding at Cana, Lesson 6 (still available)

Garden in Eden Lesson 7, The Promised Mother

W eek 4: February 8-14 W eek 8: March 8-14

Lesson 3 (still available) Lesson 7 (still available)

Lesson 4, The New Eve Lesson 8, Mother Crowned in
Glory

W eek 10: March 22-28
Lesson 9 (still available)
Lesson 10, All Holy

W eek 11: March 29-April 4
Lesson 10 (still available)
Lesson 11, The Assumption

Week 12: April 5-11
Lesson 11 (still available)
Lesson 12, Always a Mother

W eek 13: April 12-18
Lesson 12 (still available)

Sponsored by:
St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology & the Archdiocese of Philadelphia

The Most Reverend TIMOTHY C. SENIOR, D.D.
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia and
Rector of Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary

invites you to ...

the 4" annual

JOHN CARDINAL FOLEY Lecture

with a presentation on

The Power of the Word:

Catholic News Media &

Spiritual Formation
by

GREGORY ERLANDSON
Director & Editor-in-Chief

Catholic News Service

on Monday, January 30,

Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary
100 East Wynnewood Road
Wynnewood. PA 19096

.\

2017
@ 7:00 p.m. in e Vianney Hall Auditorium

The lecture is free and open to the public.

For information, call 610-785-6530
or go to wiww.scs.edu

The Calix Society

” substituting the cup that stupifies with the one that sanctifies

Are you currently in a 1-3tep program? Would you
like to be able to freely discuss how your Catholic
faith, Christ, and His Sacraments nourish your
recovery? If so, theCalix Society is for you! This
group serves to enhance (not replacepted groups
with an emphasis upon ourujmey in Christ. More
information: www.calixsociety.org(local information

at www.calix-philly.com), or call Ken at 21827
3236 or Amy at 61@057747.

Augustine's Brothersis a support/accountability
group for men who struggle with pornography as well
as other excessive sexual behaviors. Many men try to
break themselves of this habit/addiction alone and
fail time after time. The chains of bad habits and
addiction are heavy but with God's grace and the
support of other men who understand the struggle,
you can break the chains! You can find the freedom
and peace to become the man God created you to be.
Weekly meetings at the Cathedral in Center City
Philadelphia on Tuesday nights from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.
All inquities ate kept in strict confidentiality and one's
wish to remain anonymous is highly respected. There
is no need for registration, just come and join us.
More information: http://AugustinesBrothers.org or
800-348-0758.

With Fiscal Year 2016 coming to a close, may we
respectfully ask you to consider making a special
donation to Saint Matthias Church. All donations are

tax-deductible on your income taxes if you itemize

your deductions. Please consider this making this
special endof-year donation before December 31, and
may God continue to bless you and your families!
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