aint Matthias Paris

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

Website: www.saintmatthias.org
Email: matthias@saintmatthias.org

Founded 1906

Rectory: 610-664-0207 L Fax: 610-664-3559
Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office: 610-664-1942

hass QDchedule

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. Sunday: 8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m.
Monday — Friday: 7:30 a.m. Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, Pastor Parish Business Manager: John Yura

Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest Director of Parish Outreach: Peggy Haley

Reverend Mariusz Beczek, O.S.]., Weekend Assistance Director of Liturgical Music: Berthilla Wiscount
Deacon Michael J. Kubiak Coordinator of Religious Education: Peggy Haley
Brandon M. Artman, Seminarian Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry: Katie Bryson

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthia s Parish! Please see
Monsignor and register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass. Additional

¢) ) ¢) )
information about registering at Saint Matthias Parish may be found on our CJ R
website. . ' ﬁ l
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for business matters
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
APPOINTMENTS: You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by Oart CC 0 nt

telephone with the Priest you wish to see.

SIcK CALLS: Emergencies— Please call the Rectory. Hospital Visitation -
The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.
Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most

Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory. O Come, © Come,
Sponsors must provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective
Pastors. First time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism,

which is arranged at a mutually convenient time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor
at least six months before the date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are
required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

DECEMBER 20, 2015 —- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT




December 20, 2015

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Saturday, December 19 8Vigil, FourttBunday of Advent
*5:00 Hon. Vincent A. Cirillo and William V.
Hyland, Jr.

Sunday, December 20 d Fourth Sunday of Advent
*8:30 Samuel J. and Catherine D. Carr & Family
10:30  Ernest Augustine

7:00  For Our Parishioners

Monday, December 21 8 Advent Weekday/St. Peter Canisius g;piscalchi

*7:30 Margaret McGettigan, Daniel McGettigan,
Anne Miller

Tuesday, December 22 0 Late Alvent Weekday
7:30  Daniel Campbell

Wednesday, December 23 3 Advent Weeké&ty John of Kanty
7:30  Nicholas Chovanes

Thursday, December 24 3 LateAdvent Weekday
7:30 A Bob Tuckett

5:00 P For Our Parishioners

7:00 P For Our Parishioners

12M For Our Parishioners

Friday, December 25 & TheNativity of the Lord
8:30 A For Our Parishioners
10:30A For Our Parishioners

Saturday, December 26 0 St. Stephen, the first martyr
8:00  Agnes Dixon
5:00  Richard Frank Vita

Sunday, December 27 d Feast of the Holy Family
8:30  For Our Parishioners

*10:30 Good Health for Family Members

7:00  In Memory of Bernard J. Gillespe & family

*Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three
candles burn for special intentions. If you wish to have
one of these candles burning for your intention, please
bring your donation and intention to the sacristy or the
rectory office. The Donation for these candles is $10.
This week’s candles are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage &
Family, and Special Intention.

H.O.P.E. — Helping Other People Enthusiastically
H.O.P.E. volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by
providing transportation to doctors’ offices, banks,
and supermarkets. The Captain for December 21 - 27
is Peggy Haley: 610-664-0207.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Carmel Bane,
Joseph Butler, Tom Hennessey, Jr., Marie D. Fratini,
Martha Eckert, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, Ryan
Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise
Rascioli, Paul Snyder, Joe Casino, Irma Bates, Mary
Takacs, John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, FEugene Scotti,
Catherine O’Connor, Tom Klemick, Alec Boult, Frank
Diebold, Louise Grato, Bernie, Katherine, Jordan
Damas, John DiVivo, Baby Michael Anthony
Mary Rowland, Joan Grzeskowiak, Gerry
Gregory, Roger & Lelene Lifleur, Josette Brun, Eleanor
Kuhl, Fran Cravereo, Jim Cassalia, Hannah D’Agosta,
Jacqueline Gregory, Christine Ambrose, Lorraine
Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Theresa Jandrositz,
Raymond Sullivan, Rev. Thomas Wheeler, §J,
Maryhelen Hogan, Thomas O’Connor, Jr., Dante Scott,
Gerard Hilard, Gabriel Minders, Chadd Kraus, Sr. Rita
Powell, Bill Duffy, Rachel Smith, Louis Owens, and
Lynne Dotsey. We also pray for those served by our
Parish in Inglis House and Bala Nursing Home. If you
wish to have someone’s name added to our Sick List,
please call the Rectory. Kindly notify the Rectory
when a name should be removed from the Sick List.

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
Heidi Anderson, Pat Black, Katherine Bryson (exofficio),
Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy Haley (exofficio),
Ross Holgado, Ray Nepomuceno, Mark Rooney,
Peggy Sacger (Secretaryiina Sullivan, John Yura
(exofficio),H. Nelson Keyser III (Finance Council
representativie Utkus, Berthilla Wiscount (exofficio).

Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship

Due to early bulletin submission deadlines,
recent collection totals will be included
in an upcoming bulletin.

Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity!

Holiday Hours for Rectory Office

Please note that the Rectory office will be closing at
Noon on December 24, and will remain closed until
9 AM on December 28. It will close again at Noon on

December 31, reopening again at 9 AM on January 4.
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Saint Matthias Church
Christmas Schedule

Advent-Christmas Confessions

-

the Pastor’s cormner Saturdays: 4:15 - 4:45 PM
Sunday, December 20: 9:30 — 10:00 AM
Monday, December 21: 7:00 — 7:30 PM

Dear Parishioners,

With the coming of Christmas we will also see a (il Christmas Masses

large number of visitors coming to our beautiful i Christmas Eve: 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM

church. Rather than focus on why so many do NOW Midnight Mass (preceded by choral and instrumental
come ot her weeks, |l et 0 g prélu&?eﬁt&'l%opl\@)” making all D U |
visitors feel welcome. Christmas Day: 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM

(NO Evening Mass on Christmas Day)

St. Matthias has always been a wehtiog parish.
Letds take it wup a not [} Beastoffthe Moty Fanily, this Chri [ftr
season. | encourage you to go out of your waylll Saturday, December 26: 5:00 PM

simply to say fihell o0 R 8uflday,Dd&nbef2¥ 83630 At aHUF-60 M [ O
anyone who | ooks | ike § visitor. Woul dnodt i |
nice if everyone left our Masses on Christmaslf| Selemnity of Mary, Mother of God

thinki ng fAWhat a friendl| { NewXearisEves @PM Per haps t hipt
might just be the push they need to see thell New Year’s Day: 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM

importance of making our journey of Faith within [l (NO Evening Mass on New Year’s Day)

the community of the Church.

As we prepare to cel eb
Christmas, we ask God to help us to welcdtine
in our brothers and sisters.

the Christmas Eve Mass “es are
ll always a sight to behold. Can

| you help before the 5:00 PM
Mass or after the M idnight Mass on  Christmas
Eve to assist with lighting, placing and removing
the luminaries?  If so, please call the R ectory.

'/ ,.5;_‘ S T&esl%ninarigsc?r}ni d'ﬁp&ly fora t

Have a Happy and Holy Christmas,
Fr. Mesure

Priest Celebrant Schedule: December 24/25

5:00 Monsignor Mesure An Advent Prayer

7:00 Father McGinnis Hail and blessed be the hour and moment
Midnight Monsignor Mesure In which the Son of God was born

8:30 Father McGinnis Of the most pure Virgin Mary,

10:30  Monisgnor Mesure At midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold.
December 26/27 In that hour, hear, O Lord,

5:00 Monsignor Mesure And grant my request. Amen.

8:30 Monsignor Mesure
10:30 Bishop Daniel Thomas

Many thank Il wh n
7:00 Monsignor Mesure any thanks to a 0 attended

and helped out at our annual
. . chidren& Christmas Fun Fest on
1 T December 4. From the bakers
to the servers to the volunteers
’ to our actors,to the childrenwho
attendedand their families amd to our very special
guest of honor d Santa Claus & thank you all for
sharingyour time and talents. It was a great nig!
075 Saint Matthie®




the Chuatreh

Cleaning and decorating of our be

Church for Christmra take place

Wednesday, December 23 beginni
8:30 AM. If you are available to com

help, we would appreciate it!

Infant Clothing Collection 3e
Benefiting Mothers’ Home in Darby e /
December 6-January 10

Mothers” Home is a residential shelter which
provides a safe haven for vulnerable, pregnant
women in a crisis who choose life as a sacred gift.

Mothers” Home was founded in 1991 as a
program to provide hope and support for young
adult women who choose life for their unborn child
despite ongoing obstacles. Mothers” Home provides
shelter for up to 22 women during their pregnancy
and the first 6 months after their babies are born.

Please drop off your donation (unwrapped,
please) in front of Saint Joseph’s Altar beginning
today: Sunday, December 6. Thank you for your
kindness!

Christmas Cards for the
Homebound and those in
Nursing Homes. Basketsare
at the Church doors with the

Parishioners who are

homebound or living in nursing homes. Please

take the name of a few of your fellow

Parishioners and send them a Christmas card,

reminding them they are in the thoughts and
prayers of their Parish during this holy

season.For some, yours may be the only card

they receive this year.Your thoughtfulness and
kindness are appreciated.

names and addresses of our

WELCOME

WegRE GLAD YOU'RE HiESaS.

-

Good to have you with us!
iBéen away from Church? Welco

aofer a profound welcome to all our visitors, family

mbers and friends of our parishioners who are with

celebrate the great Feast of Christmas!

For some of our visitors and friends, perhaps it
has been a while since you last attended Mass or
went to Confession. No matter how long you
may have been away from Church, no matter
what the reason, you will find a warm welcome
here at Saint Matthias Parish! God never forces
Himself but He is always inviting you (and so do

we!) to come back to Him, to draw closer to Him.

In the New Year, join us for Holy Mass (Masses
are at 5 p.m. on Saturday evening and at 8:30,
10:30 am.
Confessions are heard on Saturday, 4:15 p.m. and

and 7:00 p.m. on Sundays).

by appointment. Come, see what Jesus is all
about and what we strive to be all about. We are

a vibrant worshiping and caring community!

Of course, the decision is yours, but once you
meet the friendly, faith-filled people who are
Saint Matthias Parish, we’re sure you will want
to keep coming back again and again, growing in
your relationship with God, our loving Father.
If you wish more information on coming back to
Church, we invite you to visit the following

website: www.catholicscomehome.org. If you

have any questions, or would like to speak to one
of our priests, call the Rectory, 610-664-0207, or

email matthias@saintmatthias.org.

075 Saint Matthiaé



CASSEROLES FOR SAI NT J OH N saint Matthias Youth Group _ (grades 7 to 12) meets
We are grateful to those who makasseroles, freeze - Sundays from 5:00 to 7:00 PM in the
them in foil pans (pans & recipes available in the church t1» Parish Center. We learn more about our
vestibules), then place them in the gym lobby on the Catholic Faith, share meals together,
morning of thethird Monday of each month: the next mmu participate in community service, and
pickup is this Monday, December 21. Saint John's OWUTH enjoy other fun activities . Contact Katie
Hospice seeks to be ammunity grounded in faith and Bryson at 610 -664 -0207 or katieb@saintmatthias.org .
service where homeless men find dignity, respect, _\
nourishment, and opportunities for new beginniridne %" A
hospice is in dire need of additional casseroles each . N . e
month as the number of homeless men served has ﬁ G
increased over theagt years. Will you lend a hand by Tarls 1\’1“8

feeding the hungryMany thanks to those already do so SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING—

that the homeless can have a J oh
St Matthlas Parlsh hasenllstedParlsh G|V|ng

to provide you with the opportunity to use Electric

FundsTransferas an alternatemethodfor giving. The

Program is free of chargefor parishioners.
Parish  Givi bsi
ORDER YOUR OFFICIAL (Www.sgﬁtmtgtthisi)r% toG;\éIgigther?‘gr tohliar P\rl\(l)egrzlrtne.
K 41 41 S AI{E TOD AY Parish Giving allows participantsto donatea recurring

contribution that is automatically transferredfor your

YOU WILL SAVE $10 i ; ;
YOUR PARISH RECEIVES A $10 DONATION PER ORDER checkingor s_avmgsaccount,or even credlt_c_ard, ona
A A e S e monthly basis, and you selectyour own billing date.
b2 € OffICial CoTiee-1abie DOOK O Fope rrancis NIstoric visi - ™
« Exclusively from The Inquirer and World Meeting of Families ThIS . Pr_ogram can be Utlllzed fOf yOL‘H’ _Sunday
= Washington, D.C., NYC, Philadelphia and Cuba coverage COﬂtl’IbUtIOﬂS,aSWGH asany H0|y Day COﬂtI’IbUtIOI’]S,aS
e 144 pages of faith and hlstory to cherish for a lifetime . .
«  For every book you and your fellow parishioners order, well asa".ArqhdlocesarCOlleCtlonS. .
S0l e dorate o, youx pirish: It is simple,secureandallowsyou to print outa
Parish Discount with Code: $29.95 (Retail $39.95) reportof your contributionsfor tax purposes.The useof

Electronic Funds Transferis not only time-saving and
convenientfor you, but alsoallows our Parishto realize
a more consistentevel of suppot. By signing up for
Parish Giving, you will know that you are doing your

gl PURCHASE ONLINE AT:

/4. 2015POPEBOOK.COM

Sk free shipping for online orders of two or more copies

TS SE R PR STMATTS partto supportthe Parishevenat time you arenotableto
= 22:3‘.)9[;{)3:;;40 state and city tax and $5.95 shipping and handling per book. be phyS|Ca”y pl’esent to celebrate with our Parish
SR at__ Community. Thanksfor your generoussupportof our
Payment method: CJ Check/Money Order [ Visa [J MasterCard 0] AmEx [ Discover Parlsh |
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Name Send form and payment to:
Philadelphia Media Network . . .
Address 2015 Popo Book Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage!
Gy sae___7ip o cal 44 BHL POPE. The Retrouvaille Martiage Program offers help for
Phone E-mail struggling marriages. |If youarestruggling youmarriage,

attendirggRetrouvailpeogramouldethebesyougiveyour
spousandfamilythisChristmasTens of thousands of
couples have successfully saved their marriages by
Thie Philadelphia Inguiver attending a Retrouvaille weekend and the six post-
sessions that follow it. Retrouvaille is not just a social
gathering or series of seminars, but rather a way to

Card #

Verification Code

=% WORLD
e

January 1, the Solemnity of Mary, rediscover and rekindle the loving relationship in your
the Mother of God, is a Holy Day marriage. The next program begins on the weekend
of Obligation. Mass schedule: of February 12 at the .Family. Life Cente? in
Thursday, December 31: 5:00 PM. Mglvern, PA.. For more 1nformat10q, or to register,

. visit our website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com, or call
Friday, January 1: 8:30 & 10:30 AM 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are kept strictly
(ncevenindas®nNewY e aDayd s confidential.

Solemnity of Mary

the Mother of God 075 Saint Matthics
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With Your Will, There is a Way

Remembering Saint Matthias Parish in your will gives us

a way to secure the future of our Parish. Let your
memory live on because of your generosity. Your name

will be inscribed in our Book of Remembrance on the
Blessed Mother’s Altar. Let us pray fdr those who have
been so generous to our Parish over our 109 year histo

MAIN LINE SINGLES DINNER CLUB (AGES 52-64)
Catholicmen & women are cordially invited to joursto
share common interests & dine together twice a month.
Our next event isJan.9, 2016 at 5:30 P.Mij Po st
Christmas / New &teanms mEmy
home in Media.Call Barb at610-896-6542.

December, 2015

Universal: That all may experience the mercy of
God, who never tires of forgiving.

Evangelization: That families, especially those who
suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of hope.

Jubilee Year of Mercy Holy Land Pilgrimage

The Jubilee Year of Mercy began ecember 8and
the faithful are encouraged to pilgrimage to Holy Doors
of churches throughout the worldSt. Anthony Parish
will be traveling to the Holy Land in April of 2016 and
will visit 2 of the designatedbasilicas: Basilica of
Gethsemane in Jerusalem andethBasilica of the
Annunciation in Nazareth.The pilgrimage will also
include all of the major sites of Jesus life and ministry
from the Galilee to Jerusalenfst. Anthony parish has
been traveling successfully to the Holy Land since 2009
and has shepherak pilgrims with the utmost care and
safety. No one returns from the land where Jesus
walked unchanged by this once in a lifetime spiritual
experience. Please call St. Anthony Padtl215646-
4742 for more information. Deposits should be received

THE PROCLAMATION
OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
(Roman Martyrology)

Today, the twenty—fifth day of December,
unknown ages from the time when God created the
" heavens and the earth and then formed man and

woman in his own image.

ry

Several thousand years after the flood,
when God made the rainbow shine forth
g8 e 0 Par s ¥sn of the covenant.

Twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and
Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses
led the people of Israel out of Egypt.
Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth
and the Judges; one thousand years
from the anointing of David as king;
in the sixty—fifth week according
to the prophecy of Daniel.

In the one hundred and ninety—fourth Olympiad,;
the seven hundred and fifty—second year from the
foundation of the city of Rome.

The forty—second year
of the reign of Octavian Augustus;
the whole world being at peace,
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son
of the eternal Father,
desiring to sanctify the world
by his most merciful coming,
being conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and nine months having passed since his conception,
was born in Bethlehem of Judea
of the Virgin Mary.

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to the flesh.

by Janwary 3, 2016

Next weekend is the Catholic Education Collection.
This support the various
educational projects of the Parish, in particular, it
underwrites the costs of our PREP program and the
subsidies we as a Parish provide for our children
attending Catholic grade schools. All envelopes for this
second collection should be placed in the main collection at the
time of the offertory of the Mass. Thank you!

collection is used to

R

\ m" ~ ‘;\‘\ & ; ' ") ;

Merry Christmas

“Merry Christmas” is our greeting, even when
the says “Happy Holidays”.
We greet each other in the name of Jesus.
“Merry CHRISTmas” to all!

secular world
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