Saint Matthias Paris

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 19004

Website: www.saintmatthias.org
Email: matthias@saintmatthias.org
Founded 1906
Rectory: 610-664-0207 L Fax: 610-664-3559

Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office: 610-664-1942

hass QDchedule

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. Sunday:
Monday — Friday: 7:30 a.m.

8:30 am. 10:30 am. 7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, Pastor
Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest
Reverend Mariusz Beczek, O.S.]., Weekend Assistance
Deacon Michael J. Kubiak

Brandon M. Artman, Seminarian

Parish Business Manager: John Yura

Director of Parish Outreach: Peggy Haley

Director of Liturgical Music: Berthilla Wiscount
Coordinator of Religious Education: Peggy Haley
Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry: Katie Bryson

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish! Please see
Monsignor and register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass. Additional
information about registering at Saint Matthias Parish may be found on our

website.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: The office staff is available for business matters
Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

APPOINTMENTS: You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by
telephone with the Priest you wish to see.

SICK CALLS: Emergencies — Please call the Rectory. Hospital Visitation —
The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.
Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.
Sponsors must provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective
Pastors. First time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism,
which is arranged at a mutually convenient time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor
at least six months before the date of the Wedding. Pre-Cana instructions are
required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings.

st Week of Advent

What’s going on this week at Saint Matthias?

Sunday, November 29
Youth Group (grades 7-12) 5:00-7:00 PM, Parish Center

Tuesday, December 1
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament

8:00 AM - 7:00 PM (Benediction)

e  Bible Study: “The Bible Timeline” 7 PM, Parish Center
Friday, December 4
e  Church Christmas Lighting 6:00 PM

Children’s Fun Fest

6:15-8:00 PM, Gym

NOVEMBER 29, 2015 — FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT




November 29, 2015

First Sunday of Advent

Saturday, November 28 —[7gi/, First Sunday of Advent
5:00  Hans Steinbeis

Sunday, November 29 — First Sunday of Adyent
8:30  Marie Przybyszewski

10:30  Russ DiBello

7:00  Maureen E. Durante

Monday, November 30 — 57 Andrew
7:30  Special Intentions and Gratitude

Tuesday, December 1 — _Advent Weekday
7:30  For Our Parishioners

Wednesday, December 2 — Advent Weekday
7:30  Thomas Melone

Thursday, December 3 — Sz Francis Xavier
7:30  Dolores Dil.orenzo

Friday, December 4 — Advent Weekday/ St. Jobn Damascene
7:30  Dr. Patrick Pasquariello

Saturday, December 5 — Advent Weekday
8:00  Marian Mullahy
5:00  Dr. Patrick S. Pasquariello

Sunday, December 6 — Second Sunday of Advent
8:30  Special Intentions and Gratitude

10:30  The Sando Family

7:00  For Our Parishioners

*Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program

LIVING LIGHTS: On the side of the Sanctuary near
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three
candles burn for special intentions. If you wish to have
one of these candles burning for your intention, please
bring your donation and intention to the sacristy or the
rectory office. The Donation for these candles is $10.
This week’s candles are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage &
Family, and Special Intention.

Saint _Matthias Youth Group (grades 7 to 12) meets
Sundays from 5:00 to 7:00 PM in the Parish Center. We
learn more about our Catholic Faith, share meals
together, participate in community service, and enjoy
other fun activities. If you are interested in joining or
helping out, please contact Katie Bryson at 610 -664-
0207 or katieb@saintmatthias.org .

H.O.P.E. — Helping Other People Enthusiastically
H.O.P.E. volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by
providing transportation to doctors’ offices, banks,
and supermarkets. The Captain for November 29 —
December 6 is Dolores DiGiacomo: 610-664-6043.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Carmel Bane,
Joseph Butler, Tom Hennessey, Jr., Marie D. Fratini,
Martha Eckert, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, Ryan
Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise
Rascioli, Paul Snyder, Joe Casino, Irma Bates, Mary
Takacs, John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, FEugene Scotti,
Catherine O’Connor, Tom Klemick, Alec Boult, Frank
Diebold, Louise Grato, Bernie, Katherine, Jordan
Damas, John DiVivo, Baby Michael Anthony
Siniscalchi, Mary Rowland, Joan Grzeskowiak, Gerry
Gregory, Roger & Lelene Lifleur, Josette Brun, Eleanor
Kuhl, Fran Cravereo, Jim Cassalia, Hannah D’Agosta,
Jacqueline Gregory, Christine Ambrose, Lorraine
Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Theresa Jandrositz,
Raymond Sullivan, Rev. Thomas Wheeler, §J,
Maryhelen Hogan, Thomas O’Connor, Jr., Dante Scott,
Gerard Hilard, Gabriel Minders, Chadd Kraus, Sr. Rita
Powell, Bill Duffy, Rachel Smith, Louis Owens, and
Lynne Dotsey. We also pray for those served by our
Parish in Inglis House and Bala Nursing Home. If you
wish to have someone’s name added to our Sick List,
please call the Rectory. Kindly notify the Rectory
when a name should be removed from the Sick List.

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
Heidi Anderson, Pat Black, Katherine Bryson (ex-officio),
Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy Haley (ex-officio),
Ross Holgado, Ray Nepomuceno, Mark Rooney,
Peggy Saeger (Secretary), Gina Sullivan, John Yura
(ex-officio), H. Nelson Keyser III  (Finance Council
representative), Mike Utkus, Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio).

Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship

Due to an early bulletin transmission deadline,
the collection report for November 21/22
will be included in next week’s bulletin.

Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity!

Our 2016 Parish Calendars are here and can be
picked up at the Church doors. Thank you to
Stretch Funeral Home in Havertown for their
annual donation of these calendars to our Parish.
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“The season of Advent, which we begin again today,
restores the horizon of hope, a hope which does not
disappoint because it 1s founded on God’s Word.
A hope which does not disappoint, simply because
the Lord never disappoints! He 1s faithful!”

- Pope Francis, December 1, 2013

When the Church celebratdee liturgy of Adveneach
year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the
Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the

Mark Your
Calendar

Don't sit on the sidelines...Get involved!
First Sunday of Advent November 29
Giving Tree donations begin November 29

All-Day Adoration and Benediction December 1

Saviorodés first coming, t hBbleTmglipe; Biple Jjudybeging n o Recembard j ¢ 3
desire br his second comingcf. Rev. 22:17) The Childrends Chri st mBecenfbarsa Hes't
Church unites herself t o é?né)quthoordhrEtﬁasLi&r]ﬁr]&tiSt’ Jgsus
precursor, in his desire: AHe must 1 ncrease, bujt I
decr gmma:30). Infant Clot hing Collection Begins December 6
~ adapted from fACatechi sm o freabtibfahe rfaduldte Cohceftibri ' DBcerfiber82 4
Seniorsd Chri st mas Décember h3
Hail and blejzéflec?gzetﬁz ize:l‘;e;nd moment Opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy December 13
In which the Son of God was born
Of the most pure Virgin Mary, s >
At midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. G}i['»y A ‘I?—Ii}zl EBﬂ[fhEE
In that hour, hear, O Lord, ADVENTURE T
And grant my request. Amen. s The Story of Salvation
If you want a better understanding of our faith,

_ Second Collections: and a deeper relationship with God, you are invited to
This Weekend is the annual 'Chrlst.mas Flowers join us for The Bible TimelingbeginningTuesday,
Collection. Your generous donation will ensure our December . By being a part of this studypu will
Church is beautifully decorated for Christmas this year! not only benefit personally, but you will also help|to
Next weekend is the Religious Retirement Collection. bring about a profound renewal in our parish as we all
Please be generous in this collection which assists in the grow closer to Christ.
various financial needs of our retired sisters, brothers, The Bible Timelinés a fascinating study that
and priests. Your support is a way to show your takes you on a journey through the entire Bible. You
appreciation for the years of dedicated service of these will go deep nto each period of salvation history and
faithful men and women. discover the amazing story woven throughout all of
All envelopes for these second collections should be placed in Scripture. Using the unique coloodedBible
the main collection at the time of the offertory of the Mass. Timeling you will learn the major people, places, and
Thank you. events of the Bible and see how together they form the

foundaton of our Catholic faith. More importantly,
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament is you will have a profound encounter with God |in
on the first Tuesday of each monthThe nextAll- Scripture, anql see how the Bible reveals His loving
Day Adoration followed by 7 PM Benediction will | Plan for your life. . - ,
be this Tuesday, December 1. The Blessed _ The study will include a series of twerfur
Sacrament is exposed on the altar ghe end of V|deo_s presented by Jeif Cgvms. Eamlesdaw!ght
the 7:30 AM Mass Stop by as a family! we will meet to_ watch the _\/ldeo gnd _eng_agd!vlel_y
group discussion. The Bible Timelinavill begin
on Tuesday, Decembef'at 7pm.
2016 Mass Intention Book For more information or to register for the
The 2016 Mass Intention Book will open on the first study, contact Roxanne 215202997  or
Monday of Advent, November 30" at 9:00 AM. email RoxanneNepo@gmail.cam

If you wish to schedule Mass intentions for 2010,
please do so eatly to ensure your date is available.
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Boy Scout Troop Bala 1
Holiday Wreath & Coffee Bean Sale

To my Friends:

I am a Boy Scout in Troop Bala One, located
in Bala Cynwyd.
fundraiser Holiday Wreath and La Colombe Coffee
Bean Sale. The wreaths are decorated by the boys

We are having our annual

in the troop. The whole-bean coffee comes in 12
ounce bags. La Colombe coffee is often touted as
the best coffee in Philadelphia and beyond. Three
blends will be available — decaffeinated, Nizza (a
creamy, fragrant sweet coffee Medium Light Roast)
and Corsica (a bold blend with an agreeable nature
- Dark Roast).

coffee lovers or just a nice treat for yourself.

These will make a great gift for

If you have questions or wish to order a
wreath or coffee (or both!), please contact my dad,
Steve Eisenstein, at seisenstein@aciclinical.com.

Wreaths cost $20 each and will be available
in the first week of December. Each bag of coffee

beans is priced at $14 and is available now! Cash

or checks made payable to Troop Bala One are
accepted. All net proceeds benefit the Scouts of
Bala One and are used to help offset the costs of
camping, equipment and activities.
Thank you for considering supporting me
and my troop.
Teddy Eisenstein

Annual Paper Goods Drive
Benefiting Mercy Neighborhood
Ministries. Baskets are located at
the entrances of the church. Thank
you for you generous donations!

Eh
|

Thank you to all who donated
blood in our recent blood drive.
We received 26 donations.

Thank

M

You!

Saint Matthias Giving Tree
Benefitting LaSalle Academy

Our 4" Annual Giving Tree iplaced in front of
the Saint Joseph Altar, at the entrance to the cr@pt.
the back ofeach ornament are itsnrequested from
Santa.In this caseyou will be their Santa!l

LaSalle Academylocated at 1434 N"2St. in
Philadelphiajs a mission school dedicated to educating
children in grades 3 through 8 whose life opportunities
are limited by financial, academic, social or emotional
challenges, and whose parents/guardians desire, but
cannot afford a Catholic education.aSalle Academy
serves the poorest of the poor.

We ask that each family take an ornament from
the tree, purchase the ftgirequested, place the
unwrapped gift with the firmhaffixed ornament  onto
the gift under the tree. The gifts will be delivered to the
school for distribution to these children afaanilies in
need Sunday, December 18is our target.

LaSallestated that these gifts are many times the
only present the child or family members will receive for
Christmas! It is our prayer that all the ornaments are
taken and replaced with a gift under the tree. Thank you
for your continued generosity!

RN

*

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FUN FEST
Calling all Saint Matthias Boys and Girls
This Friday- December &, 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM.
Evening begins with Church Christmas Lighting
and Creche Blessing (promptly at 6:00 p.m.)
in front of church.

7
=

SN, AN e
s, IR RN

R TNTRRATN,

Santa is requestinglvesto assist at the
Parish Christmas Fun Feston December
4™ Please contact Peggy Haley at
pegayh@saintmatthias.ooy 610664
0207. Help needed with decorating, bake
sale, craft table and Tableau.

FUN FEST BAKE SALE L
Please bring your donation to the Gyn Efg)
this Friday, December 4Proceeds offse 541%
the cost of the Fun Fest
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Open House and Christmas Concert at
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary
Next Sunday, December 6, 2015
Open House/Tours begin at 1:00 PM
Concert at 4:00 PM
Come and see our beautiful Seminary and

listen to the sounds of the season as sung by
our seminarian musicians!
More information at www.scs.edu.

Infant Clothing Collection
Benefiting Mothers” Home in Darby
Clothing Drive Runs December 6" — January 10"

Mothers” Home is a residential shelter which
provides a safe haven for vulnerable, pregnant
women in a crisis who choose life as a sacred gift.

Mothers” Home was founded in 1991 as a
program to provide hope and support for young
adult women who choose life for their unborn child
despite ongoing obstacles. Mothers” Home provides
shelter for up to 22 women during their pregnancy
and the first 6 months after their babies are born.

Please drop off your donation (unwrapped,
please) in front of Saint Joseph’s Altar beginning next
Sunday, December 6. Thank you for your kindness!

Tuesday, December 8 is the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be
celebrated at 7:30 AM, 12 Noon, and 7:00 PM.

Christmas Cards for the
Homebound and those in
Nursing Homes. Beginning
next week, baskets will be at
the Church doors with the
names and addresses of our
Parishioners who are homebound or living in
nursing homes. Please take the namef a few
of your fellow Parishioners and send them a
Christmas card, reminding them they are in the
thoughts and prayers of their Parish during this
holy season.For some, yours may be the only
card they receive this vyear. Your
thoughtfulness and kindess are appreciated.

=
J/} (Baby Boomers and Beyond)
‘é v Please joirus to celebrate this

7&\@ Christmas sasorwith a special
luncheonin the Parish Centem
Sundg, December 1after the

W’ 10:30 AM Mass.

Attention All BBBs!

OBSERVANCE OF
THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY

L2
v
ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

OPENING OF THE HOLY DOOR
and
SOLEMN OPENING MASS

/ ‘c‘ AN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2015
/ : at 6:30 pm
F" Confessions at 5:30 pm

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap
Principal Celebrant and Homilist

Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul
18" Street and Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

Please RSVP srkschipani@archphila.org by Dec. 10"
50 that seats are reserved for you in front of the
interpreter.

Join Archbishop Chaput and the faithful
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia as we
begin our solemn observance of the

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy

Liturgical recommendations and
catechetical resources to assist
in our Archdiocesan observance
can be found on:
www.archphila/mercy
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All are invited to aChristmas-themed dinner social
featuring Polish and Italian Christmas Eve foods.
Saturday, December 12
Hall, EIm & Oak Sts., ConshohockenCost:
$15/Adult, $7/child, Under 6: free. For tickets, please
contact Felicia Rzeznik #10-82590270r email us

at stmaryconshy@gmail.conin order for the cooks to
know how much food to prepar@lease purchase
tickets byTuesday, December 8

Upcoming Events at IHM Conference Center
Prayer as Awakening: pre-Christmas day of slowing
down to discover God in our lives. December 1, 9:30A-
2:30P. $40, includes breakfast, dinner, Mass. Presenter:
Sr. Mary Henrich, IHM. A Bowl and a Roll:
December 9, 6:00-8:00 PM. Fr. McBurney, OSA, will
speak about The Good Samaritan.  Stipend: $15.
Mansion Carol Night: December 16, 7-8:30 PM.
Evening of song, prayer, scripture, fellowship. Free-will
offering. IHM Conference Center, 401 S. Bryn Mawr
Ave., Bryn Mawr. Register by calling 610-521-0120 or
emailing ihmconference@verizon.net.

LYYl Odz I G ' YAGSNRAGRQA
Learningwill host two open houses for adult
undergraduates. ONMVednesday, December 2, an
on-campus open house is being offered fr&n30 to
7:30 p.min the Green Room of Villa &a Hall. On
Thursday, December 3, the online, virtual open house
begins at7:00 p.m. Attendees for the orcampus or
online open houses are invited to talk with faculty and
admissions and financial aid representativesr more
information, pleasecall 84-323-3524 0r register online

at http://www.immaculata.edu/cll/openhouse

2015-2016 ARCHBISHOP'S LECTURE SERIES:
LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN IN A CULTURE OF UNBELIEF
Next Lecture: Monday, December 7 at 7:00 PM
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary
Vianney Hall Auditorium
100 E. Wynnewood Rd., Wynnewood.
Professor Michael Hanby, Associate Professor of
Religion and Philosophy of Science at the Pontifical
John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and
Family, Washington, D.C., will deliver a lecture
entitled, The Truth Will Set You Free: Liberal Order and
the Future of Christian Freedom. For more information,

please visit: www.phillyevang.org/lectures.

at

Mother Boniface Spirituality Center, 3501 Solly
Avenue in Northeast Philadelphia, is offering Advent
Evenings of Prayer and Reflection on December 8, s
15, and 22 from 7:00 — 9:00 PM. Come and join us as
we prepare for the greater coming of Jesus into our
hearts, our families, and our world during this Advent.
Our presenter is St. Theresa Ahern, MSBT. Sr. Theresa
has served her community in various ministries
including religious education and retreat ministry. Free
Will Offering.

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Discernment Retreat. December 111 13 (Friday
6PM- SundaylPM) at the Villa Maria House of
Studiesin Immaculata. Young women (185) are
invited to join us for this retreat which focusas the
IHM Charism and the importance of listening to God's
call anddiscovering the many ways that God speaks
to us. Time will be inclded for personal and
communal prayer as well as the opportunity to interact
with the sisters in FormationPlease call 61889
1553 or emailhmvoc@aol.com

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY PILGRIMAGE 3
TO POLAND & PRAGUE

Father Anthony Costa will be leading a pilgrimage zz he
Jootsteps of St. John Paul 11 & St. Faustina on June 20-30,
2016. This 11 day pilgrimage departs from PHL includes
4-star, first-class hotel accommodations, breakfast and
dinner daily, daily Mass and time for prayer and spiritual
reflection. All are welcome informational
gathering on December 13t at 2:00PM at St. Francis of
Assisi Rectory. For more information contact Denise

Hay at 610-361-7979 or denise@grandviewtours.com.

to an

Free evening with Jason Evert

Thursday, December D, at Saint NorberfParish in
Paoli for aFREE evening withJason Evertfounder

of theChastityProject.com. Jason will be giving a
talk for Parents Only on Parenting for Purityat 6:00
PM, while teens are having a free Pizza Party.
At 7:30 PM, Jason will be talking tdeens Only
onLove or Lust? The evening will end witlrireHill
Worship Band, performing fresh from their
appearanceefore Pope Francis at the World Meeting
of Families. Adoration and Benediction will conclude
the evening. For more infomation contact Heather
Makowiczathjmo41370@gmail.com
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