
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue 
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania  19004 

                                            
 

W e b s i t e :   w w w . s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g         

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
   
 
 

   Founded 1906 
  

R e c t o r y :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 0 2 0 7            F a x :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 3 5 5 9  
Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office:  610-664-1942     

     

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.     Sunday:  8:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

Monday – Friday:  7:30 a.m.       Saturday:  8:00 a.m.  
 

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, Pastor   Parish Business Manager:  John Yura 

Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest    Director of Parish Outreach:  Peggy Haley 

Deacon Michael J. Kubiak      Director of Liturgical Music:  Berthilla Wiscount  

Brandon M. Artman, Seminarian      Coordinator of Religious Education:  Peggy Haley 

           Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry:  Katie Bryson 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthia s Parish!  Please see 

Monsignor and register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.  Additional 

information about registering at Saint Matthias Parish may be found on our 

website. 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for business matters 

Monday throu gh Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

APPOINTMENTS:  You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by 

telephone with the Priest you wish to see. 

 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies – Please call the Rectory.  Hospital Visitation  – 

The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  

Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.  

Sponsors must provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective 

Pastors.  First time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism, 

which is arranged at a mutually convenient time.  

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor    

at least six months before the date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are 

required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and 

2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 

 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 1 5  –  T W E N T Y - F I F T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
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September 20, 2015 
Twenty -Fif th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 
 

Saturday, September 19 ð Vigil, Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:00 For Our Parishioners 
 

Sunday, September 20 ð Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*8:30 The Cacia Family 
*10:30 The John Dunne Family 
7:00 Marian Mullahy 
 

Monday, September 21 ð St. Matthew  
7:30 Nicholas Chovanes 
 

Tuesday, September 22 – Weekday 
7:30 Intentions of Juanita Harmon and Children 
 

Wednesday, September 23 ð St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
7:30 Deacon Joseph Gambescia – 24th Anniversary 
 

Thursday, September 24 ð Weekday 
7:30 Intentions of Juanita Harmon and Children 

                       

Friday, September 25 ð Weekday 
7:30 Alice O’Gara 
 

Saturday, September 26 ð Weekday/Ss. Cosmas & Damian 

NO 8:00 AM MASS (Papal Visit) 
5:00 For Pope Francis 
 

Sunday, September 27 ð Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 For Pope Francis 
10:30 Special Intentions and Gratitude 
7:00 For Pope Francis 
 

*Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program  
 

Priest Celebrant Schedule:  September 26/27 
5:00 Monsignor Mesure 
8:30 Father Mariusz 
10:30 Father McGinnis 
7:00 Father Quan Tran 

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near 
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three 
candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish to have 
one of these candles burning for your intention, please 
bring your donation and intention to the sacristy or the 
rectory office.  The Donation for these candles is $10.  
This week’s candles are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & 
Family, and Special Intention. 

H.O.P.E. – Helping Other People Enthusiastically   
H.O.P.E. volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by 
providing transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, 
and supermarkets.  The Captain for September 21 – 
27 is Dolores DiGiacomo: 610-664-6043. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:  Carmel Bane, 
Joseph Butler, Tom Hennessey, Jr., Marie D. Fratini, 
Martha Eckert, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, Ryan 
Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne 
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise 
Rascioli, Paul Snyder, Joe Casino, Irma Bates, Mary 
Takacs, John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, Eugene Scotti, 
Catherine O’Connor, Tom Klemick, Alec Boult, Frank 
Diebold, Louise Grato, Bernie, Katherine, Jordan 
Damas, John DiVivo, Baby Michael Anthony 

Siniscalchi, Mary Rowland, Joan Grzeskowiak, Gerry 
Gregory, Roger & Lelene Lifleur, Josette Brun,  Eleanor 
Kuhl, Joe Campopiano, Fran Cravereo, Jim Cassalia, 
Hannah D’Agosta, Jacqueline Gregory, Christine 
Ambrose, Lorraine Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Theresa 
Jandrositz, Raymond Sullivan, Rev. Thomas Wheeler, 
SJ, Thomas Melone, Maryhelen Hogan, Thomas 
O’Connor, Jr., Dante Scott, Gerard Hilard, Gabriel 
Minders, Chadd Kraus, Sr. Rita Powell, Bill Duffy, 
Rachel Smith, and Louis Owens.  We also pray for those 
served by our Parish in Inglis House and Bala Nursing 
Home. If you wish to have someone’s name added to our 
Sick List, please call the Rectory.  Kindly notify the Rectory 
when a name should be removed from this list. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:   
Heidi Anderson, Pat Black, Tom Bruner, Katherine 
Bryson (ex-officio), Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy 
Haley (ex-officio), Ross Holgado, Ray Nepomuceno, Mark 
Rooney, Peggy Saeger (Secretary), Gina Sullivan, John Yura 
(ex-officio), H. Nelson Keyser III (Finance Council 
representative), Mike Utkus, Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio). 

 

Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship  
 

Collection for September 12/13:  $ 6,389 

Black & Indian Missions Collection (9/12-13):  $ 775 
 

Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity!  

 
Order your  

World Meeting of Families Philadelphia 2015  

Gear Today! 

Check out over 200 items available in the WMF store. 

shop.worldmeeting2015.org 

Our St. Matthias Parish discount code is 

20SMBCSEPT 
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Annual Eucharist Devotions 

We will have our Annual Eucharistic Devotions on 

Monday, October 5 and Tuesday, October 6.          

On both days, Adoration of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament will begin with Exposition after the     

7:30 AM Mass.  On Monday evening, we will have 

Evening Prayer and Benediction at 7:00 PM.          

On Tuesday evening, we will conclude our 

devotions with Evening Prayer, an outdoor 

procession, and Benediction in front of the Parish 

Center (weather permitting), followed by 

refreshments.  Our homilist for both evenin gs is 

Reverend Quan H. Tran, School Minister at Bishop 

McDevitt High School, and frequent celebrant of 

our Sunday evening Mass. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  There will be NO bus transportation 
on 9/27/15 for those residing at Simpson 
House due to the Papal Visit. 

 

Second Collection Next Weekend: 
Catholic Education Collection 

This collection is used to support the various 
educational projects of the Parish, in particular, it 
underwrites the costs of our PREP program and the 
subsidies we as a Parish provide for our children 
attending Catholic grade schools.  All second collection 
envelopes should be placed in the main collection at the time of 
the offertory of the Mass.  Thank you. 

St. Matthias Parish and the Papal Visit 
¶ For those who cannot go to the parkway for the 

Papal Mass we will have a gathering to watch the 

4:00 PM Mass together on the large TV in our 

Parish Center. This is a great way to share this 

historic event with others.  

¶ We will NOT have an 8:00 AM Mass on Saturday, 

September 26th. 

¶ Otherwise we will have our usual schedule of 

Masses for the weekend of September 26-27: 

Saturday 5:00 PM; Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 

and 7:00 PM.   

 
Schedule for Pope Francis’ Visit  

Saturday, Sept. 26, 2015 
9:30 a.m.: Private arrival, PHL International Airport  
10:30 a.m.: Mass with Pope Francis in the Cathedral  

Afternoon: Seminarians of St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
greet Pope Francis at the front steps of the seminary 
4:45 p.m.: Address by Pope Francis, “We Hold These    

Truths …” on the expected themes of religious liberty and 
immigration, outdoors at Independence Hall 

7:30 p.m.: The Festival of Families (Ben Franklin Parkway) 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 2015  

9:15 a.m.: Address to cardinals and bishops attending the 
World Meeting of Families at St. Martin’s Chapel  

at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
11 a.m.: Visit with prisoners and select families  

at Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility  
4 p.m.: Papal Mass on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

7 p.m.: Celebration of the World Meeting of Families for 
supporters and volunteers at PHL International Airport  

7:45 p.m.: Official departure ceremony at airport 

 

Saint Matthias  

Today !  Sunday, September 20  
FOR THE START OF OUR FALL ACTIVITIES, 

everyone is invited to join us in the parish gym  

TODAY (Sunday) after the 10:30 AM Mass.          

We will welcome the Oblates of Saint Joseph to St. 

Matthias. You can have your picture taken with a 

life -sized image of Pope Francis. Enjoy some 

refreshments. There will also be games for the kids.   
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Are you interested in becoming Catholic?   

Are you an adult Catholic who was never confirmed?  

Would you like to learn more about the Faith? 

In October we will be starting a series of sessions to 

explore our Catholic Faith.  If you are interested in 

learning more about these classes, please contact  

Msgr. Mesure.  Also, if you know anyone in your family 

or the neighborhood who might be interested, please 

encourage him or her to attend. 

 
Galat ians Bible Study Series  
Paulôs letter to the Galatians speaks directly to 

the heart of Christians and addresses the most important 

question we can ask: ñWhat must we do to be saved?ò It 

speaks of the extraordinary gift of salvation that Jesus 

has won for us, and how we can unite ourselves to 

Christôs redeeming sacrifice. 

In this new study from Ascension 

Press, Galatians: Set Free to Live  by Jeff Cavins, learn 

what it means to have this filial relationship with God 

the Father, how He honors us as His children, and how 

we must honor Him as our loving Father.  

Join us for  Galatians: Set Free to Live , held in 

the Parish Center beginning Monday, September 14  

at 7:00 PM and continuing every Monday night for 8 

weeks.  For more information or to register, call or 

text Roxanne at 215-520-2997. 

 

 
 

September 22-27, 2015 
 

www.WorldMeeting2015.org 
¶ See the conference line-up, including speakers, 

sessions, and conference schedule, and register. 
¶ Read about the transportation plan.  
¶ Learn about events taking place during the week.  
¶ See prayers and learn about the WMOF saints.  
¶ Learn more about the many WMOF-related events 

for locals and visitors alike, such as the Vatican 
Museums exhibit at the Franklin Institute, and a 
ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳǳǊŀƭ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀƭŀŎƘȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ aǳǊŀƭ !Ǌǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

¶ Shop for WMOF merchandise. 

Saint Matthias Youth Group  (grades 7 to 12) meets 

Sundays from 5:00 to 7:00 PM  in the 

Parish Center. We learn more about our 

Catholic Faith, share meals together, 

participate in community service, and 

enjoy other fun activities.   If you are interested in 

joining or helping out,  please contact Katie Bryson at 

610-664 -0207 or  katieb@saintmatthias.org . 
 

 
Today is Catechetical Sunday.  Catechesis is echoing the 
faith, sharing what you love, and engaging with the next 
generation.  This year, the Church will   focus on the 
theme "Safeguarding the Dignity of Every Human 
Person."  Those whom the community has designated 
to serve as catechists will be called forth to be 
commissioned for their ministry.  Catechetical Sunday is 
a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each 
person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the 
faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  Catechetical 
Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate 
themselves to this mission as a community of faith. 

 
Blessing of Animals 

Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, October 4th at 11:30 AM 

Bring your pets to the front lawn of 

the rectory for the annual blessing of animals in 

honor of the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. 

PARISH RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Please welcome our PREP teachers who 

unselfishly give of their time, throughout 

the year. 

Grade K Miss Louise Vesci 

Grade 1 Miss Melanie Solano 

Grade 2 Mrs. Carla Falco 

Grade 3 Mrs. Andrea Constantino 

Grade 4 Miss Katie Bryson 

Grade 5 Mrs. Jennifer Coballos 

Confirmation PREP 

Brother Steven Spencer 

Miss Eileen Keenan 

A special welcome to our newest 

catechists, Seminarian Brother Steven 

and Jennifer Coballos.  WE at Saint 

Matthias are blessed to have such 

dedicated individuals.  Praise God! 
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“Urban Trinity” 

Learn about Catholic history in Philadelphia just in 

time for the World Meeting of Families!  A new 

documentary film, Urban Trinity: The Story of 

Catholic Philadelphia, explores Philadelphia’s 

history “through the lens of the many Catholic 

immigrants who shaped and changed the city.”  This 

film is presented in three 26-minute chapters.  Urban 

Trinity will be broadcast on 6abc/WPVI-TV.  Parts 

one and two will air back -to-back on Tuesday, 

September 22 at 7:00 PM.  Part three will air on 

Sunday, September 27 at Midnight , after Pope 

Francis’ departure from Philadelphia. 

 
PornProof Kids 101 Presentation 

How can you empower your children to stay safe 
online?  Best-selling author and blogger Kristen A. 
Jenson, who will be in Philadelphia to make a 
presentation at the World Meeting of Families, will 
help you answer your questions.  Join us at Saint 
Margaret Parish in Narberth on Wednesday, 
September 23 at 7:30 PM in the Antioch Annex. 

 

Mission Rosary and Eucharistic Procession 
We would like all nationalities to be represented as we 
pray for peace and for all missions around the world!  
Thursday, September 24 at 7:00 PM at the National 
Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel, 1663 Bristol Pike in 
Bensalem.  Information:  215-244-9900, x. 402. 

 
Philadelphia Catholic Speed Dating ï All Ages! 
7:00-9:30 p.m. this Friday, September 25, at Little 
Italy Pizza (Washington Square), 901 South Street, 
Philadelphia, the evening before Pope Francis flies in. 
Cost: $35 online before, $40 at the door cash/check. 
Information: DenverCatholicSpeedDate.com.  RSVP:  
BasquezA@aol.com or 720-309-5321 with name, 
age, email address. 

 
RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY ð OCTOBER 4 

St. Matthias Parish will be participating in a òBaby 
Bottle Driveó for the Mothersõ Home in Darby, PA. 
Please take a bottle and fill it with your donation of 
cash, coins or checks and return it to the special 
baskets in the church vestibules. (This would be a fun 
project for the children in the family!) The Mothersõ 
Home is a maternity shelter for women ages 18 
years of age and older. The shelter provides a safe, 
secure environment for the moms and their babies, 
who are coming from a variety of unpleasant 
situations, such as homelessness, family 
indifference or domestic violence. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. If you have any 
questions, please contact Nini at 610-667-1027. 

 
Today’s Catholic Sisters:  
Who They Are, Why We 
Need Them 
Join us  on Saturday,   
October 10 at Immaculata 
University, from 1 – 4 PM, 
to learn about the newest 

generation of Catholic Sisters and why we need them 
now more than ever.  Hear remarkable stories from 
these women who have answered The Call.  This event 
will feature several young sisters, along with the authors 
of New Generations of Catholic Sisters: The Challenge of 
Diversity. There will be a Q & A session and raffle after 
the main presentation.  Refreshments will be served.  
Mass will follow at 4:15 PM.  This event is sponsored by 
the National Religious Vocation Conference.  This is an 
excellent chance to generate support for Catholic sisters 
now and in the future. Please join us... and bring 
friends!   This event is free and open to the 
public.  RSVP at www.immaculata.edu/todays-sisters. 
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Join the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament for their 
Annual Gala Fundraiser: ά{ǿƛƴƎƛƴƎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎέΣ 
Saturday, October 10 from 6 to 10 PM.  Dinner, Dancing 
and Prizes at the National Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel, 
1663 Bristol Pike in Bensalem.  Tickets are $100 per 
person/Seniors $75.  More info/tickets:  215-244-9900, 
ext. 380, or www.KatharineDrexel.org. 

 
IHM Sisters Oktoberfest 

The Camilla Hall Oktoberfest will be held 
on Saturday, October 17 from 10 AM to 3 PM on the 
grounds of Camilla Hall.  Join us for “Something 
Old, Something New – IHM Spirit Through and 
Through”, including delicious food, white elephant 
sale, entertainment, children’s games, crafts, and 
more!  Proceeds benefit Camilla Hall Nursing Home 
for the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary.  Camilla Hall Nursing Home is located 20 miles 
west of Philadelphia, south of the intersection of 
Routes 30 & 352, between Paoli and Exton. 

 
Saint Laurence Parish, Highland Park, will host its 

annual Communion Luncheon centennial countdown 

on October 18.  Come and reunite with former 

parishioners, priests, and religious who have served 

the parish.  Noon Mass, 1:30 PM buffet at McCall 

Country Club, and $10,000 sweepstakes drawing.  

Tickets: $30 each; chances are $5 each or 5/$20     

(order by October 14).  Information:  610-789-8792. 

 

 
For all the latest news on the Papal Visit!  

 
Music at Monicaõs  
Acclaimed virtuoso soprano 
Melinda Whittington with 
pianist Jeffrey Uhlig in 

concert on October 18 at 3:00 PM at Saint Monica 
Church, 635 First Ave. in Berwyn.  Tickets are 
not required; a free-will offering is accepted.      
All are welcome.  More information: 610-644-0110 
or saintmonicachurch.org. 

 
Aid for Friends 

Our Freezer is very low.   Please help!  

Also, seeking a volunteer to help with 

packing freezer materials.  Please call 

Peggy in the rectory if you can spare 

an hour per month.  

 

 
Universal: That opportunities for education and 

employment may increase for all young people. 

Evangelization: That catechists may give witness by 

living in a way consistent with the faith they 

proclaim. 

 

“Sound the Bell of Holy Freedom” 

Official Hymn of the  

2015 World Meeting of Families 
The hymntune (PHILADELPHIA) was written by 

composer Normand Gouin, former music director at Old 

St. Joseph Church, Philadelphia (currently at Holy Cross 

College in Massachusetts). The text was penned by      

Fr. Andrew Ciferni, O.Praem (native of South 

Philadelphia), nationally-known liturgist, teacher, and 

scholar.  Search Google for a recording of our Cathedral 

Choir singing the hymn. 

 
Text and tune copyright 2014 by World Meeting of Families, 12-15-14 

through 12-31-2015.  Copyright transfers 1-1-2016 to the Archdiocese of 

Philadelphia.  Administered by MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.,  

St. Louis, MO.  1-800-647-2117.  www.MorningStar.com. 


